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THE LIFE OF STALIN 
I 
INTRODUCTION 


VISSARIONOVICH STALIN (Djuga- 
eorgian by nationality, was born in 

wn of Gofi, Tiflis Province. His 
father, of peasant origi idi-Lilo village, 


hoot factory in Tiflis. 

nat © same year entered the Tiflis Orthodox 
Theological College. The College at that time was 
a hotbed of all kinds of liberal ideas among the 
youth of Tiflis, both Narodnik-nationalist and 
Marxist-internationalist. The College swarmed 
with study circles of all kinds. In 1897 Stalin began 
to lead a Marxist circle in the College. In the same 
year he éstablished contact with illegal Social- 


Pemocratic organisations in Tiflis, was given illegal 
in the Tiflis railway_workshops, etc. 

An 1898, Stalin formally (ened Oe ES Paar 
of the Russian Social-Democratic Labour Party. 
At that time he conducted propagandist work in 
workers’ circles in the railway and workshop 
centres of Tiflis. In the College, where spies were 
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well organised on the look-out for ‘“ suspicie 
characters,” Stalin soon became suspected 
illegal _work,—and expelled from the College 
“politically undesirable: 

€ years 1899-1900 were spent by Stalin 

intense propaganda work in workers’ circles. 
1900, the Tiflis Committee of the Russi 

ocial Democratic Labour Party was founde 

talin became a member of the Tiflis con 
mittee and one of its prominent leaders, A 
thats ie) Ahatauar tases Getovement ume 
was beginning to break through the old frame 
work of purely propagandist work, conducted wit 
the help only of the “ more prominent”? of tk 
workers. Agitation among the masses on curren 
events, through leaflets, pamphlets and politics 
demonstrations against Tsarism, became 
order of the day: eré Was much argumen 
between the “old guard,” supporters of the ol 
methods of purely propagandist work, and th 
“young generation,” supporters of “street 
agitation. Stalin was with the “ young generation,’ 
Here it is worth while mentioning in passing, thi 


prominent role played by Comrade Kurnatoysky 


a close assistant of Lenin and the first promote 
of Leninist ideas in Trans-Caucasia, in the intro 
duction of new working methods for old, an¢ 
also in connection with the revolutionary educa 
tion of Comrade Stalin. 
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A wave of economic strikes throughout Tiflis 
\n 1900-1901 and the famous political demonstra- 
tions in May in the centre of Tiflis, resulted in the 
Sialin’s rooms in 1go1, and the knowledge that a 


Warrant was out for his arrest, forced him to go 


\jito hiding, From this time onwards Stalin became 
i professional “underground” revolutionary 
worker, and remained on underground Work Heke ground work right 
up to the February Revolution in 1917, working 
(iider various revolutionary nicknames : “‘ David,” 
Y 33 talin.”’ 
“Towards the end of 1901, Stalin moved to 
Batum, formed there the Batum Committee of 
i ee R'S.D.L.P., led the strikes in the Rothschild 


in antashey workshops, and organised the 
famous political workers’? demonstrations in Feb- 
tuary 1902. In March 1902, Stalin was arrested 
in Batum, imprisone and 
(fen exiled for three years to the Novaia Uda 
Village, Balagansk District, Irkutsk province, 
Rastern Siberia. 

A month after arriving at his destination 
(January 1904) Stalin escaped from exile, returned 
to Tiflis, and began to work as a member of the 
{fans“Caucasian organisation then known as the 


Trans-Caucasian Unity Committee. During the 


period 1904-1905, Stalin concentrated _his whole 
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work on the ities struggle against Menshe 
ism. % i 

Stalin made a systematic tour of various par 
of Trans-Caucasia (Batum, Chiatura, Kutai 
Tiflis, Baku), carrying on a campaign both orall 
and in the press against the Mensheviks, Soci 
Revolutionaries, anarchists and Georgian-nation 
ists. As early as 1903, while in prison, hearin 
“from comrades arriving from the Second Part 
Congress of the serious differences betwee 
Bolsheviks and Mensheviks, Stalin had taken 
firm stand on the side of the Bolsheviks. On hi 
return from exile, when the struggle betwee 
Mensheviks and Bolsheviks became more violen 
Stalin took his stand at the head of the Tran 
Caucasian Bolsheviks, took charge of the Bolsh 
vik illegal organ “ Proletarian Struggle” (1905 
and took a most active part in the organisation 
work for the Third Bolshevik Congress. 
* October Manifesto”? in 1905 found Stalin 
Tiflis in the thick of the struggle for Bols 
vik revolutionary slogans. ~Stalin’s pamp 
“Briefly Concerning Party Differences,” writte 
in Georgian, belongs to this period. At the en 
of 1905, Stalin went as delegate from the Tr 
Caucasian Bolsheviks to the All-Russian Bolshe 
Conference in Tammerfors (Finland), where 
first came into direct contact with Lenin, 

The year 1906 saw the complete destruction 
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the 1905 revolution ; it was the period of elections 
(0 the “new” Duma and preparations for the 


srockholm Party Congress. The Bolsheviks were 
lot boycotting the Duma, The struggle between 
Bolsheviks and Mensheyi j wed 
irdour. Anarcho-syndicalist elements appeared 
on the scene. They made most noise in Tiflis. 
Stalin worked in the very heart of the struggle 
against all these anti-proletarian tendencies in 
'lrans-Caucasia. The legal Bolshevik daily news- 
paper “Dro” (“Times”) was issued in Tiflis 
at this period under Stalin’s guidance. To this 
period also belongs a series of substantial articles 
by Stalin in the Georgian language on “ Anarchism 
and Socialism.”? At the Stockholm Congress (1906) 
Stalin figured as a delegate from the Bolshevik 
yection of the Tiflis organisation, and used the 
assumed name “ Ivanovich.” 

With the year 1907 begins the Baku period of 
Stalin’s revolutionary activities. Returning from 
the London Party Congress, to which he had gone 
as delegate from the Bolshevik section of the 
Tiflis organisation, Stalin left Titis and sue 
down in Baku, where he worked feverishly “to 
beetty “the; Takeu,orga igation around the slogans 


of the London Party Congress. Here Stalin 

directed the illegal Bolshevik organ “Baku 

Worker,” orga ker,” organised successfully the struggle to 

drive’ out the Mensheviks from the workers’ 

a rnearne 
5 


workers and the oil magnates, and finally secure 
a complete victory for Bolshevism in the rank 
of the Baku organisation. Since then Baku hat 
been a citadel of Bolshevism. 1 

_In March 1908, Stalin was arrested and aftet 
eight months’ imprisonment exiled for thre 
“years to Solvychegodsk;-Vologad province. A 
few months later he escaped and returned tt 
Baku_on illegal work. 
~ In 1910 Stalin was again arrested and after 2 
few months in goal, was exiled back to Solvyche 
godsk.— x, 
~ In sort, Stalin again escaped from exile and by 
instruction of the Central Committee settled dowi 
in Petrograd, From that moment began thé 
“Petrograd period of Stalin’s revolutionary activi 
ties. But not for long was Stalin to work in 
Petrograd. Once ‘more he was arrested and 
returned to exile in Vologda. 

~ At the end of 1911 he again escaped and re 
turned to Petrograd where he carried’ on leading 
work in the Petrograd illegal organisation. In 
tore pe eae + aigiiber of the Party Centra 
Committee, elected in his absence at the famous 
Prague Party Conference. Stalin toured the most 
important parts of Russia for the party, worked 
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\n preparation for the annual May-Day demonstra- 
tions, edited the “‘ Zvyesda” during the Lena 
utrike days, and took a leading part in the work ~ 
of founding the “* Pravda. 

Tn April 1912, Stalin was again arrested and 
\fter a few months in gaol was exiled to Narym 


——————— 


r 
for four years. In the suinmer 6 


the s 
Teatter 


da”? and “‘ Pravda.” 
Stalin’s pamphlet: “ Marxism and the National 
Question.” 

In the spring of 1913 Stalin was again arrested 


und after a few months exiled to Turuhansk. 


“The years 1913-1916 Stalin spent _in exile in 
Gk ee ee 
eee 


“After the 1917 February revolution, Stalin 
veturned to Petrograd and participated in leading 


ee A . 
party work as a member of the Central Committee. 


At the April All-Russian Conference of Bolsheviks, 
when two tendencies were found to exist in the 
party, Stalin strongly defended the position of 


Lenin. In May, 1917, after the Conference, a 
Political Bureau of the ral Committee was 
Ree erage 
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formed, of which Stalin was elected a membe 
“Since then, and up to the present day, Stalin h 
remained a member of the Political Bureau of # 
Central Committee. During the preparations f 
’ the November insurrection, Stalin worked in con 
plete unison with Lenin. During the Kornil 
days, during the Democratic Conference af 
Preliminary Parliament, during the direct organis: 
tion of the insurrection in November 1917, a 
finally, during the fierce arguments concernif 
the organisation of a “ homogeneous All-Sociali 
Government” on the day after the Revolutic 
—during all these periods of preparation for an 
“consolidation of November, when the vacillatio 
of a section of the party (Kameney, Zinoviet 
threatened to smash the revolution, Stalin 
mained the constant closest assistant and adhere 


of Lenin. During the period after the July demon: 
i strations right up to October, when Lenin was 
hiding, Stalin was actually in charge of the centre 
organs of the party (“Worker and Soldier, 
* Proletarian,” “The Worker,” “The Worke 
Path,” etc.). Together with J. Sverdlov, Stali 


also led the work of the semi-legal VIth Congres 
of the Party which took place at that tim 
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mittee of Seven for the organisational leadershi 
of the insurrection). 


“Since 1917, Stalin has been a member of the 


Central Executive Committee of Soviets. From 
ig17-1923 he was _ Peo le’s. Commissar pony 
Nationalities, and from igigtgze— eps Com--~ 
fnissar for Workers’ an easants’ Inspection. 


Since 1922 Stalin has been one of the secretaries 
of the Central Committee of the party, which 
position he holds to-day. Since 1925 he has been 
a member of the Presidium of the E.C.C.1. 
“During the civil war, Stalin spent most of his / 
time at the front. In 1918 (Spring and summer), 
Stalin worked on the Tsarytsin front, organising, 
together with Voroshilov and Minin, the defence of 
'[sarytsin from Krasnoy’s troops. At the end of 
1918, Stalin, together with Comrade Dzerzhinsky, 
made an inspection of the IIIrd Army front 
near Perm, making every effort to assist In stopping 
our retreat. In the spring of 2910, Stalin-wosies 
on the Petrograd front, organising resistance to 
(he first offensive of Yudenich on Petrograd. In 
the summer of 1919 Stalin worked on the Western” 


Front in Smolensk, organising resistance to the 
on the southern front against Denikin’s troops, 
remaining there until the rout of Denikin and the 


occupation by our troops of Rostov and Odessa. 
In 1920 he worked on the South-West (anti-Polish) 
eee 
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front, playing‘ direct and leading part in organ 
ising the break through on the Polish front nea 
Zhitomit, of freeing Kiev, and of moving o 
troops forward to the attack on Lvov. In the sam 
year Stalin conducted defensive operations i 
outhern Ukraine “against the attacks of Wrange 
From 1920-1923 Stalin was a member of th 
Revolutionary Military Council of the Republic 
He has been awarded the Order of the Red Banné 
for his military services. 

In 1923 and 1924 Stalin led the struggle of the 
Party against the Trotskist opposition, the 
against the so-called “Leningrad” (Kamenev 
against th 
united opposition of 1925-1927, exposing all th 
time their anti-Leninist, opportunist nature 
At the XIVih Party Congress (1925) Stalin, devel 
oping the original ideas of Lenin, put forward th 
slogan of “industrialisation of the country” 4 
the central task of the party. In the reconstrue 
tion period the XVth Party Congress (1927) unde 
Stalin’s leadership, accomplished a complete turi 
in the direction of collectivisation of agriculture 
and a strong socialist attack on capitalist elements 


in town and village. In 1928 Stalin opportunely 


mobilised the party and the working class ir 
the struggle against the Right danger (Bukharin 
Rykov, Tomsky), and brought about the com 
plete defeat of the Right opposition. At every 


Io 


e 
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¢ 

stage of the Party’s fight on two fronts, Stalin 
with iron determination, firmness and extreme 
\\ick-sightedness, has successfully defended the 
larty’s Leninist policy from attempts at revision 
ind attacks, allowing no concession whatever 
\o revisionism and opportunism either inside the 
party or in the ranks of the Communist Interna- 
\lonal, no matter in what guise they make theit 
Appearance. 

Stalin has written several books and pamphlets : 
‘Questions of Leninism,” “On the Road to 
October,” ‘“ Concerning the Opposition,” “ Mar- 
xism and the National Question ”’—in which, in 
\n exttemely clear and comprehensive manner, he 
(xplains the most important questions of Leninism, 
ind on the basis of Leninist theory puts forward 
the concrete tasks of the proletarian dictatorship, 
nd also unmasks the opportunist petty-bourgeois 
ature of Trotskism and the Right deviation. 

In these years since the death of Lenin, Stalin, 
the most outstanding continuer of Lenin’s work 
aid his most orthodox disciple, the inspirer 
of all the principal measures taken by the party 
in its fight for the building of Socialism—has 
become the recognised leader of the Party and of 
the Communist International. 


It 
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the Marxian conception of the role of personality 
\n history, a retrogression to thé “conception of 
the English historian Carlyle, “for. whom the 
\istory of great events was merely a history of 
the “great men”? No—this is only a great ) 
inanifestation of confidence on the part of the 
\nternational proletariat and the proletariat of the 
U.S.S.R. in the great Leninist Party, which for 
inore than twelve years remains at the head of the 
victorious proletarian dictatorship, it is the 
expression of devotion on the part of millions of / 
workers of the whole world to the idea of the 
proletarian revolution. This date was the occa- 
jlon for the-storming on of the great wave of 
lnternational solidarity between the proletarian 
masses and the working class of the U.S.S.R., 
which is building up Socialism on one-sixth of the 
globe. Foreign workers greet, in the person of 
Stalin, the proletariat of the Soviet Union as well v 
as its Leninist Party, for in Stalin are combined 
and perfected in a sterling fashion, without in the 
least detracted by any influences, all those traits) 
Which"are inherent both in the Leninist Party and 
in the proletariat of the U.S.S.R. and the revolution- 
ity vanguard of the international. working class... ... 
alin embodies all that is best in the working Un 


class, which is destined to transform the world: > 
} 


flaming enthusiasm’ kept in bounds’ by an iron 
will, unshakeable faith in victory based on sober? 
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‘io: enue S duventns are coming in fr 
all over the Union and foreign countries co 
gratulating Stalin on his fiftieth birthday. Th 
is hardly a single workers’ meeting of any co 
siderable size, which would not mark this even 
Party organisations of Thuringia, Hamburg, Ru 
greet Stalin as leader of the Communist Party 
the Soviet Union and of the Comintern, T 
Communist Party of Germany, the best secti 
of the Comintern after that of the Soviet Uni 
calls for a Stalin levy. With all sorts of precautio 
Hittle slips of paper are smuggled from the priso 
_‘of Poland, Hungary, Italy, which contain expre 
sions of greeting and the warmest sympathy f 


the best of the best of those forming the ir 
Vbattalion of the Bolshevist guard. Is this pe 
haps a hero-worship that forced its way into t 
ranks of the Communist Parties, which ha 
hitherto always stressed the priority of the mass 
over the individuals, however great and promine 
the latter may be? Is this perhaps a revision 
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of the Red Army to victory, it is the transition to 
\ Socialist upbuilding, though surrounded by 
\nimical capitalist powers. Then Lenin’s death, 
the deep grief of millions, the question asked by 
the bereft Party: will it be equal to the hard 
asks now th: now that Lenin, its genius_and leader was 
fone, would it be able to ascend with a sure step the 
steep summits facing it? And again—on the fronts 
»{ economic construction—the greatest exertion of 
the Party, a powerful rise of enthusiasm of the 
working class as a reply to the new difficulties 
wad the quiet unflinching voice of Stalin, saying : 
'We shall Gvercome the obstacles, we are not 
ilraid of the difficulties.” 

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
lost Lenin soon after the introduction of the New 
conomic Policy, The proletarian dictatorship, 
jfter a period of revolutionary revival of the 
Workers’? movement in the capitalist countries in 
the years 1918/1919 and 1923, after the hard 
tials of the civil war, had to take up a struggle 
or the consolidation of the workers? movement 
\inder conditions of the partial and relative 
\tubilisation of capitalism which was then setting 
», After the march of the Red Army to War- 
jaw, the Communist movement was compelled to 
treat for the time being. In view of the new 
\tuation the Communist Parties had also to take 
lip a new position, the same as the Party of the 
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re evolutionaiy Marxian analysis, a proletari 
contempt of death on the civil war fronts, 
courage of a Jugo-slav Communist, who ey 
/* when tortured remains silent as a grave, t 
circumspection of a leader, who is conscious 
the responsibility for the great cause, entrust 
to him by his class, the wide outlook of a Marxij 
Leninist theoretician, whose mind illuminat 
the future. like.a searchlight. Therein lies 
importance of Stalin, the importance of the fif 
years of his life, which were devoted to the servil 
of the working class. Much will be written y 
about Stalin’s life. 
his life cannot be separated from the histo 

of the C.P.S.U., from all the phases of its develo 
ment and growth. The fascinating pages of th 
life, which will serve as a text-book to generatio 
to come, are pages of an heroic struggle of 
Bolsheviks under Tsarism, pages of long years 
v work performed shoulder to shoulder with Len 
over the building up of the Party and the tirele 
preparation of the October Revolution. They a 
pages of the secure guidance of the October u 
Bi This life is the history of civil-war whic 
as not«yet been written, it represents the i 
numerable fronts, which surrounded the proleta 
an state like the arms of an octupus, the slee 
less nights spent over maps of military operation 
it is the steel, hard -will-which led the regimen 
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proletarian dictatorship in the USS.R. 

greatest dangers were threatening the C.P.S.U. ai 

the Comintern. The world bourgeoisie assumed’ 

offensive against the working class. “NEF 

allowed it not only to attack the proletariat of t 

Soviet Union and the upbuilding of Socialism, 

also galvanised incidentally the capitalist element 

of the people’s economy. The almost unint 

rupted sequence of “oppositions”? within 

C.P.S.U. was an expression of the sharpening cla 

struggle, of the sliding down of the weakest gro 

of the Party from the Bolshevist position unc 

the pressure of alien classes. q 

In this most complicated situation, not lt 

ju complicated than the period of civil war, one fa 
i step would destroy the whole work of Octob 
yu The responsibility which rested on the C.P.S. 
Wi and its leader, Stalin, the responsibility for 
| history of the October Revolution, which | 
indissolubly connected with the proletarian wot 
revolution was enormous. And in that me 

difficult period, which demanded the greatest ce 

sistency, cold-bloodedness, the “Bolshevist_grasj 

and persistency in carrying out the line set out, t 

role of Comrade Stalin grows into that of Lenit 

heir, and gains in importance. Stalin now prov 

| his mettle not only as the most faithful and bt 
| pupil of Lenin, but also as an outstanding leac 


waves of proletarian world revolution, the era of 
\locialism being built up in one country. 

Not only his closest fellow fighters, friends and 
pupils know about it, this is known to the whole 
of the C-P.S.U., for Stalin’s way is their way, the 
way of the working class of the Soviet Union. 
However, we Should like to dwéll on that side 
o{ Stalin’s activity which is less known to the broad 
wwasses, namely, his leading role in the world 
(Communist movement. The capitalist press of the 
whole world usually represents Stalin as a “ nation- 
\| figure” born and bred under the peculiar condi- 
(ions of a peasant country which was the first to 
\vead the path of the proletarian revolution. At 
the same time, international Social Democracy 
\itempts to represent the teaching of Lenin as a 
product of “ Russian backwardness”? with which 
\ contrasts “ civilised? European Socialism. And 
yet the essence of Stalin’s power as leader of the 
(.P.S.U. and of the enormous attraction of Leninism 
for the workers of the capitalist countries consists 
precisely in the international significance of 
{eninism. Stalin defines Leninism as Marxism of 
the era of capitalism and the proletarian revolu- 
lion. This concise and precise definition not only 
eontains the essence of Leninism, its position in 
the revolutionary theory and practice of the 
|nternational working class, it also plays a decisive 


and theoretician of a whole epoch between jole in explaining the role of Stalin as leader of the 
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Comintern. Stalin for the Communist Parties 

the capitalist countries is the embodiment of t 
enormous revolutionary experience of the C_P.$ 

carried over to the field of the world Communi 
movement. The value of this experience for } 
international proletariat consists in that, be 

rooted in the theory of Leninism, it is not a prod 

., of national peculiarities in the development of 

* Russian revolution, that it is of value not on 

to the countries that are similar to the Sovi 

Union in respect of their economic structure; | 

value of this experience consists in that the rebe 

ous plantation workers in distant Columbia, t 
proletariat of Shanghai suffering from a three-fa 

vi yoke, the German workers oppressed by the You 
| Plan, as well as the mass of workers of the Soy 
yal Union, who are building Socialism, draw from: 
Hi enlightenment and assurance of victory. } 
political idiots of the kind of Otto Bauer or of 

English “ Left”? independent Brockway, cheril 

the illusion that by venomous calumnies again 

the Soviet Union and the U.S.S.R., by int 

national Social Democracy, the working class 

the capitalist countries can be poisoned, that it 

possible to prevent the penetration of the ideas 

Lenin by means of barbed wire entanglement 

that it is possible to persuade the European work 

that their ways of liberation are different from tho 

of the proletariat of the Soviet Union. . 
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Stalin said: ‘* Russia was the centre of capital- 
lit contradictions. It was lying on the frontier 
jetween the West and the East, it combined 
\wo social regimes which are common both to the 
highly developed capitalist countries and to the 
olonies; it was the most important pillar of 
Western imperialism which connected finance 
(apital of the West with the colonies of the East, 
\herefore, revolution in Russia was a bridge which 
tonnected the proletarian revolutions of the 
jdvanced capitalist countries with the colonial 
jevolutions. Therefore their experience and the 
experience of the C.P.S.U. are of an all-embracing 
\iternational LS ae 

The time has not yet} come when—we- could 
ilate in detail how ‘the leadership. of. comrade 
Malin. preserved a number of Communist Parties 
lom grave political mistakes. The archives of the 
Qomintern conceal the history of this work, of 
ftalin.\.No important. document of international 
jignificance ever left the Comintern without an 
\ctive participation. ‘of Stalin in its construction. 
Stalin’s marginal notd to these documents show 
how quickly dy and: aptly he grasped the weak points 
of this or that thesis, how he knew how to con- 
fentrate attention on the crucial _points of each 
uestion, how he taught every one of us ‘this art 
of not wandering into details but formulating \y 
the proposals in a precise and unambiguous form. 
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lefence”? and “ defence of the Fatherland,” i.e., 
the defence of the present day imperialist state. 
Mi ccasionslly there was a revival of the remnants 
of a naive humanitarian cosmopolitanism, a 
tosmopolitanism which was decorated with ex- 
\remely radical petty-bourgeois phrases and 
which gave an opportunity to the ruling class 
\o deny even the existence of a national question. 
The presentation of this question by Lenin and 
\talin came in “here like a breath of fresh air, 
jemovéd the age-long conceptions, destroyed all 
the remnants of the ideology of the Second Inter- 
jational within the ranks of the sections of the 
Comintern. The experiment of a solution of the 
jational question through the proletarian dictator- 
ship, which was carried out with the immediate 
participation of Stalin, became a powerful means 
of agitation in the hands of the Communist Parties, 
mong the toiling masses oppressed by imperialism 
\n the nationally heterogeneous states and colonies. 
hen there is the organisation of the U.S.S.R. which 
was created on the initiative of Stalin, and which 
\j a model for the Communist Parties of the whole 
world of those state inter-relations which will 
he framed among the peoples after the victory of 
the working class. No power on earth will be 
ible to wipe out this fact from the consciousness 
of hundreds of thousands of Communists who are 


\inited by the C.I. 


All this is part of that yee work which cant 


those decisive questions of revolutionary theot 
strategy and tactics which have become the sol 
essence of the bolshevisation of the sections of t 
Communist International. 

Firstly, the national question. The C.P.S: 
knows the role Stalin played in the working 6 
of the national question. All the active elemer 
of the Party were learning from his articles whi 
in the pre-revolutionary days appeared in 
periodical “Prosveshchenie”’; under their infl 
ence grew up the young generation of the Par 
in the national republics. The sections of the C 
are indebted to him and to Lenin for the corre 
treatment of this question which assumed enorme 
importance after the world war 1914-1918, at 
the Versailles Peace Treaty which cut up # 
world. Those sections of the Comintern whi 
were originally in the Second International broug 
with them most of their prejudices concerning t 
national question. There we find the classificati 
of nations into those that possess “ history ” a 
those which do not, of whom Marx in his d 
spoke at a definite epoch which differs radical 
from the present day period of monopolistic ca 
talism. The Social Chauvinists connected with t 
national. question the question of “nation 
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The C.I., under the leadership of Stalin, was fa : 
by the necessity of applying the Leninist thes 
which were accepted by the Second Congress. 
the Comintern, to the colonial question and tu 
problems of the Chinese Revolution. The impor 
ance of the Chinese Revolution for the coloni 
countries is enormous. It is not inferior to that. 
the Russian Revolution for the centire intern 
tional proletariat. No Communist of a colon 
country can ignore the concrete experiences of t 
Chinese proletariat and the young Communi 
Party of China. By the experiences of the gre 
achievements and mistakes of the Communi 
Party of China, generations of revolutionaries. 
the colonies will learn and become bolshevise 
Stalin played a decisive role in overcoming 
mistakes and in rectifying the line of the Communi 
Party of China. His speech in the Chinese Cor 
mission of the E.C. of the C.I1. on November 30 
1926, is a document that lays down the programn 
for the Communist Party of China. In this speet 
Stalin expounded with his characteristic precisio 
the questions concerning the character of 1 
Chinese Revolution, concerning the role | 
world imperialism, the hegemony of the Chine 
proletariat, the importance of the agrarian que 
tion, the possibilities of the further developme 
of the Chinese bourgeois-democratic revolutic 
on Socialist lines. In this speech as early as 19 
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(omrade Stalin warned the Chinese Communists 
jyainst an under-estimation of the independent role 
of the working class in the Chinese democratic 
jourgeois revolution. He warned them against 
four of unleashing the agrarian revolution under 
jhe pretext that this would weaken the anti- 
\inperialist front. i 

Stalin said; “The anti-imperialist front in 
China will be the more solid and powerful the 
yuicker and more thoroughly the Chinese Peedi 
\'y becomes involved in the Chinese Revolution. 

He urged the Communists to work actively in 
jhe army, to isolate the Kuomintang generals, 
who attached themselves to the revolution and 
io take on themselves the leading posts in the 
jrmy in order to save the Chinese Revolution 
lom the degeneration of its army, which had 
\ndertaken the Northern campaign, degenerating 
jnto an army hostile to the interests of the workers 
ind peasants. All these weaknesses were fully 
\stified as was proved by subsequent events. 
[he Communists of other Colonial countries where 
jevolutions are ripening may not ignore these 
Warnings. 

The second question is the role of Comrade 
Stalin in the struggle against Trotskism, especially 
jgainst the theory of permanent revolution, 

Many comrades fought against the Trotskist 
theory of permanent revolution, including also 
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Zinoviev and Bukharin. The whole Party una 
mously pointed out that the mistake of # 
permanent revolution did not consist in perma 
ence, which was also dealt with by Marx al 
Lenin, but in the under-estimation of the role’ 
the peasantry. But the Trotskist mistake, t 
under-estimation of the role of the peasantry, d 
not exclude another mistake, that of Bukharin 
the underestimation of, and glossing over # 
leading role of the proletariat in the revolution: 
opposed to the millions of peasants. Whoey 
regarded the peasant question as the most impo 
ant question of Leninism was bound to devia 
from the Leninist path in his struggle again 
i Trotsky. ; 
wt! It suffices to make the peasant question 
a crucial point of Leninism in order to degra 
it Leninism to a teaching of “ peculiar traits”? 
the Russian revolution, to destroy its internation 
significance, to follow the beaten track of Ot 
Bauer, and it is precisely in this way that 
question was presented by comrade Zinoviev whol 
conception of Leninism betrayed the typical featu 
of a national narrowness. Only he who consider 
the decisive feature of Leninism to be the Prol 
tarian Dictatorship could regard Leninism as 
international teaching of the proletariat. 
Comrade Stalin said: “The basic problem | 
, Leninsim, its starting point is not the peasal 
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problem, but the problem of the Dictatorship of 
ihe Proletariat, the problem of its pre-requisites, 
lis conquests and its upkeep. The peasant 
problem being a problem of the allies of the prole- 
\\riat in the struggle for power, is a supplementary 
problem.” 

Only through Stalin did the C.P.S.U. reach the 
(orrect presentation of the question in the struggle 
jgainst Trotsky’s under-estimation of the role of 
jhe peasantry in the revolution, for it subordinated 
the peasant problem to the idea of the proletarian 
(ictatorship. Therefore this presentation of the 
uestion by Stalin of the theory of permanent 
jevolution preserved the Party and the CI. from 
the vacillations of Zinoviev and Bucharin which 
were due to their false conception of the essence 
of Leninism. How great the practical importance 
of this presentation of the question by Stalin for 
the C.I. is proved by the whole experience of the 
\truggle of the Communist Parties especially in 
ountries. with a big peasant population. The 
inistakes of the sections of the C.I. were either of 
the kind made by the Bulgarian Party in June 
1923, a mistake which betrayed the influence of a 
rotskist position in regard to the peasant ques- 
(ion, or they were due to the over-estimation of the 
peasantry and approached the standpoint of 
ukharin (for instance the mistake made by 
(omrade Renaut-Jean). 
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The third question which is of great inteMocialism and preserve the country from inter- 
vention and consequently from restoration? No, 
|| does not. To that end the victory of the revolu- 
(lon must take place at least in a number of 
‘ountries, Therefore, the development and support 
of the Revolution in other countries is an essential 
\usk of the victorious revolution. Therefore the 
jevolution of a victorious country cannot consider 
\\welf a strong entity but only as a stronghold, a : 
jicans for the acceleration of the victory of the 4 
proletariat in other countries.” 
In the furious attacks of the Trotskists against 
jhe standpoint of Stalin over the question of 
flocialist construction in a single country the 
llocial Democratic nature of Trotskism expressed 
\welf in a most distinct way. Trotskism attacked 
jhe position of Stalin because in common with 
|nternational Social Democracy it doubted the 
focialist character of the construction in the 
(),$.S.R., because in common with the whole of the 
jjostile, mendacious international Menshevism it 
jogarded the capitalist economy and the dictator- 
thip of the bourgeoisie on a par with the economic 
fonstruction of Socialism affected under the dic- 
\atorship of the proletariat. Trotskism, the same 
i» Social Democracy was an agency of the bour- 
jeoisie in the ranks of the labour movement, a 
victory for Socialism, does it mean that merel {actor in the demoralisation of the working class 
with the forces of one country it can finally secuif lj an attempt to undermine confidence in the 


of Socialism in a single country. The fire) 
rotskist-Zinovievist opposition was direct 
against that position of Stalin. In this connecti 
the opposition showed itself more demagogi¢ 
than ever in that it asserted that Stalin 
cultivating a theory of ‘“ national narrowness 
The Trotskists made the standpoint of Stal 
their target in order thereby to hit the Party, t 
hoped to confuse the foreign comrades, and 
undermine the confidence reposed in the leadersh 
of the C.P.S.U.andof the C.1. Nowthat the Trots 
ist opposition suffered such a shameful defeat, wht 
its counter-revolutionary nature is clearly t 
vealed, when the C.P.S.U. rouses the enthusiasm 
the world proletariat by its Socialist constructio 
it would be useful to call to mind what Stall 
said on this question. 

He wrote: “To overthrow in a single count 
the power of the bourgeoisie and to establish t 
power of the proletariat does not yet mean 
secure complete victory for Socialism. After t 
proletariat of the victorious country has col 
solidated its power, and won to its side the peasai 
try it must build up Socialist society. Does 
mean that it will reach in that way a complet 
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Soviet Union and to discredit it, and consequentfy {it see this inner indissoluble connection between 


afactor in the preparation of war against 
U.S.S.R. Therefore it is not an accident that 1 
standpoint of Stalin means for the C.1. the embo 
ment of fighting activity, of true revolutions 
internationalism, the mobilisation of forces for 
attack on the capitalist elements in the U.S.S.R 
well as on the bourgeoisie in the capitalist cou 
tries. Stalin’s standpoint on the question 
Socialist construction in a single country was 
battle-cry directed in the first place to the pro 
tariat of the capitalist countries “ Overthrow ye 
own bourgeoisie and strike the path of Octol 
which stood the test of history.” Secondly, 
battle-cry directed to the proletariat of the U.S.S) 
“Consolidate the position of the Proletari 
Dictatorship, work with the greatest enthusia 
for the construction of Socialism and serve in th 
way the interests of the preletarian revolution 
he whole world.” This standpoint of Stalii 
during the period of partial and relative stabilig 
tion of capitalism, when our weak-kneed follow 
began to vacillate and abandon the ranks of t 
C.I., became the banner under which rallied ¢ 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union and 
whole of the C.1. for a victorious realisation of 
Five Year Plan, for the realisation of the grandic 
Stalin Plan of the construction of rural econon 
on the basis of collectivisation. Whoever do 
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ihe Five Year Plan, the reconstruction of rural 


vonomy on the basis of collectivisation and the 


iiandpoint of Stalin on the question of the building 
i{ Socialism in a single country, fails to see the 
iwain point. He will never be able to understand 
the path which the C.P.S.U. has covered, during 
ihe latter years, under the leadership of its 


leninist Central Committee. Many of the repent- 
int Trotskists are still convinced that the C.P.S.U. 
js approached their standpoint, that they 
were not wrong in everything, and that they have 


showed something to the Party, etc. The whole 
iironeousness of this conception becomes obvious 


\| we consider the line of policy of the C.P.S.U. 
\nder the leadership of Stalin, not partially or piece- 
jieal, but as an organic whole, as a consistent 
thought-out system of views. 

The struggle for the theory of Socialist 
fonstruction in a single country gave the C.P.S.U. 
(i opportunity to reveal the bourgeois counter- 
jevolutionary character of the Trotskist theory 
if complete dependence of a Socialist economy 
jn the process of construction on the capitalist 
World economy: to show up the coincidence of 
this Trotskist standpoint with the standpoint of 
HWilferding, a coincidence which is duc to an over- 
jitimation of the forces of capitalism and finally, 
\o dispose of the theory of the capitalist degenera- 
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tion of peoples’ economy in the U.S.S.R., which jirticipation. Everywhere in all sections a new 

alleged to proceed under the pressure of wojl)\(Volutionary generation is politically maturing, 
capitalism and the laws determined by it.  \ generation which brushes aside those elements, 

The struggle against Trotskism enabled Stal) which did not rid themselves of the old Social- 

at the same time to deepen the Marxian-Leninj |)emocratic traditions, The surge of the revolu- 

law of uneven development of capitalism, \jonary wave, the re-grouping within the Commun- 

especially so during the period of imperialism, |)! Parties, the reliance in point of tactics placed 

make this law the starting point of the Comintejfy |v the Comintern in the growth of the revolution- 
programme, a point of decisive importance iy movement, cannot take place painlessly. It 

the strategy and tactics of the Communist Party) (lises a number of splits of opportunist elements. 

4 The fourth question is the struggle against tI) |i Germany the secession of the Brandler group, 

) Right deviation within the Communist Intern |!) Czecho-Slovakia the secession of the followers 

tional. Whether it concerns the nature of capitallj )! Hais,in U.S.A. that of the followers of Lovestone, 
rationalisation at the 8th Plenum of the E.C.Gj\)i Sweden—of Kilboom. This is an unavoidable 

ji or the “‘ Third Period”? at the VI World Congregg |italing process of the Comintern, a process of 
i! Comrade Stalin corrects the formula of Bukhariff )\irging all the sections from opportunism, which 
i which already contain seeds of the dissensiojf Wis a millstone round the neck of the Communist 
hig which led Comrade Bukharin to opposition |l\rties and hampered their further development. 
questions of the Comintern. Stalin took the init Stalin said: “ All these petty-bourgeois groups 
tive of putting on the order of the day at the Wijenetrate in one way or another into the party, 
Congress the necessity of a struggle not only agaimp lity bring along with them a spirit of vacillation 
the right deviation, but also against the concilij iid opportunism, a spirit of disintegration and 
tory tendency. He perceived earlier than anyomiicertainty. To fight against imperialism and 
else (already at the end of 1927 at the 15th Pargilive at one’s back such “ allies” means to place 
Congress of the C.P.S.U.) from the chronicle of tl iieself in the position of people who are shot at 
daily struggle of the working class a new rise of th iom both sides—from the front and from behind.’ 
revolutionary movement. The tactical reconst Opportunism is always dangerous, it is doubly 
tion of the sections of the Communist Internation) liingerous at times when the revolutionary move- 
takes place under his guidance and with his activ iient is on the ascendant, for at such moments— 
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as is proved by the whole experience of the int 
national workers movement and of the Comint 
—it can reduce everything to naught, it can r 
the revolution by its vacillations and uncertai 
Hence the necessity of a ruthless irrecone 
struggle against opportunism. And on this fight 
front Stalin stands in the front line. i 

Fifthly, and lastly, we shall now dwell on 
immediate participation and the decisive role 
Comrade Stalin in working out the program 
of the Communist International. For the f 
€ alter its ten years existence after the vict 
of the proletarian revolution in U.S.S.R., afte 
series of revolutionary movements in Cent 
Europe, after the experience of class strugg 
during this ten years, the Comintern at last 
tained a document which contains the concentra 
experience in which the crucial questions of 
Communist movement and the fundamer 
methods of their solution are scientifically for 
lated. It suffices to read the programme in on 
to recognise the precision and definiteness of 
Stalin formulation, as regards the character 
tion of the epoch of monopolist capitalism, 
question of uneven development of world capi 
ism, the question of the possibility of a victory 
Socialism in separate countries, the question of 


course of revolution separate themselves from 
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\perialist economic system, etc. The theoretical 
jiecision with which Stalin has formulated the 
jlogramme of the Communist International will 
warcely enable anyone, deviating from the Marxian 
|eninist standpoint, to make use of some “ vague- 
jos ? in the wording of the programme, in order 
\) smuggle his erroneous ideas into the sections 
)/ the Communist International. Thus, for 
jjwtance, the Bukharin theory of “organised 
jipitalism ” is in flat contradiction to the treat- 
jient of the question of the monopolies and com- 
jetition as set out in the programme. 

In “Pravda” of December 20th, there is an 
jecount in one of the feuilletons of Demyan 
llyedny of an episode in the life of Comrade 
talin. When on Easter Sunday, 1909, the arrested 
litical prisoners ran the gauntlet of the Ist 
ee of the Salyansk regiment, Stalin walked 


yk in his hand. 

To-day also, after two decades, Stalin at the 
lead of the proletarian _movement holding the 
)wnner of Leninism and of the emancipation of 


venomous bourgeoisie of the whole world. 


\\uring the thirty years of his self-sacrificing ser- 


Vice to the working class, his devoted performance 
of the duties ofa revolutionary, Stalin never 
fent his head and his hand never wavered. 
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\nder the blows with his head erect, holding a’ 


the working class, is running the gauntlet of the , 
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ary cause. JProm Lenin he learned to perfect 
the art of sharp turnings in the guidance of | 
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Whether it was a question of a theoretical de fe 
of revolutionary Marxism and Leninism agai 
opportunist mutiliations or of a revolutioy 
struggle of the proletariat it in the civil war- 
always remained a steady fighter, whose w 
was equal to his deed, who in his human rela ti 
never indulged in milk and water sentiment all 
who valued above all the interests ofthe revolutil 


II 
STALIN AND THE PARTY 
by L. Kacanovicn. 


‘Bae history of the political parties of the 
whole world knows no such powerful and vic- 
\orious Party as ours. 

The Party has achieved great victories and 
jiccesses; and the responsibility for this is due 
jrimarily to its correct policy and tactics, its 
jorrect system of organisation. 

Lenin created the party which, in the darkest 
lays of reaction, when it seemed that the dawn . 
Would never peed when many lost their faith 
j) the Revolution and deserted it, and certain 
leaders wavered or went over to the camp mp of 
bpportufism, carried on stubbornly_ and. indus- 
tHously, in preparation for the victory of the 
jroletarian revolution. 

Lenin was able to lead the party, which had 
jegun in the form of tiny “ circles,” to its present 
fosition as leader of the largest State in the 
orld. This State, which is victoriously building 
locialism, serves at tle same time as the centre of 
(itraction of the entire world proletariat, and a 
Menace to the world bourgeoisie. 
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Party and of the Comintern, and he posse 
the abilities of a revolutions strategist 4 
tactician to an extent {probably! unequalled” 
any one. These Ludiaeeele him the great 
confidence of the proletarian masses, not only 
the Soviet Union, but also of thee countr 
These qualities are the surest guarantee of a fi 
guidance of the Comintern in the coming decis 
battles of the international working class. — 
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When Lenin died, many of us ;_ experienced 


dH} the Menshevik of yesterday, Trotsky. But the 
Jo feeling of, uncertainty. Many though 
h 


Party knew also that in the ranks of the Party.was 
till to be found’ one of the direct® “disciples of 
lenin, who during the wholé pened of his 32 years 
of Bolshevik activity had never left Lenin’s side, 
had always-carried on a consistent Leninist policy, 
ind in the most difficult years, the years of reac- 
\ion, had been one of the most forceful builders 
of the party, This disciple of Lenin is Comrade 
htalin. ; 

Stalin belongs to that category of old professional 
jevolutionaries which has worked from day to 
lay to build _up the Party, in | circumstances of 


. 


ow shall we finish Lenin’s work without Leni 

Thinking thus, comrades did not suspect thi 

actually they were sharply criticising Len 

himself. Lenin built our Party as a mass pro 

tarian party, combining iron discipline, a_ ce 

tralised organisation, strong leaders and profi 

sional revolutionaries with the broadest partici 

tion of the proletarian masses, and the recrv 

ment of more and more proletarians into | 
Bolshevik ranks. 

Lenin trained up hundreds and thousands’ 

active party builders, from among the ille 

fu workers, who had fought shoulder to shoul 
wel with him, learned from him how to build a Par C 
a learned how to lead it through difficulties a 
setbacks to victory. 4 

It is just this force of old professional revo. 

tionaries who, backed by. the masses, are n 
continuing and completing the work begun _ 

Lenin. q 

The Party, stricken by the death of its lead 

began to study questions of party leadership wi 

especial care and vigilence. The Party knew tl 

in the ranks of its leadership there were th 

who had wavered and fallen away from Lenin 

the most difficult days. The Party knew that 

the ranks of the Party leadership was to be fot 
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inoving towards the goal, fully convinced that the 
Party would conquer in the end. 

The role of Stalin as one of the best organisers 
ind builders of our Party was already predeter- 
inined during the dawn of development of our 


In the years of reaction, when certain groups 
Were striving for the open liquidation of the 
Party, when others under ringing of Left phrases 
Were actually working for the same object, when a 
third “group arrayed in the toga of conciliators 
Was trying to reconcile conflicting tendencies in 
the party—the role of that small group of Party 
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comrades who had remained true to Lenin, at 
were rebuilding the Party inside the countt 
was truly salutary and heroic. Comrade Stal 
was then also one of the most prominent leade 
of those hundreds and thousands of Bolshevik 
who unreservedly carried out the work of Le 
by their daily anc and persistent work. ' 
It is no accident that, in the years of storn 
revival in the working class movement, when 0 
party was again reinforced by a new influx 
“ Pravydists,”* the direct leader of this storm 
growth, the organiser of “ Pravda,”’ was Comra 
Stalin. 
His most noteworthy and characteristic feat 

is just this, that during the whole course of } 
/ party political activity, he never left Lenin, nev 
v vacillated either to the Right or to.the “Left 
and firmly and unwaveringly carried out a co 
sistent Bolshevik policy, beginning with extrem : 


since tHe Feoitites conquered power. 
j Comrade Stalin with extreme clearness mat 


Bolshevik.Party, and as a leader remains fait f 
to the old Bolshevik traditions, to Bolshey 
theory, practice and organisation. At the ro 


* Pravdists—supporters of the Bolshevik organ “‘ Pravd 
(Truth). j 
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if the correct leadership of the Party lie the 

\pllowing principles :— 

(1) the struggle for the consistent Marxist 
theory of proletarian revolution, 

(2) the logical policy and tactics of the class 
struggle and 

(3) organisation to achieve in practice the 
political tasks laid down, with a system 
of organisation of the proletarian Party 


appropriate to those tasks. ie 


‘Treachery in policy always begins with revision 
\theory. The betrayal of social democracy began 
with the revision of the theory of Marx. Lenin, 
ji a violent struggle against Menshevism and 
ivisionism, defended the purity of Marxian 
jeory. Revisionism and opportunism “have the 
ality of reviving in new forms and in new 
pecies, even in the conditions of Lauaiaae ul 
ctatorship. 
During the twelve years’ existence of the 
ioletarian dictatorship, opportunist tendencies 
lave appeared within our Party i in varying forms, 

Leftvirand:* Right » revisions of the teach- 
ys of Marx and Lenin on fundamental questions 
| the class struggle. Immediately after over- 
ming open treachery during the November 
ays, after the November victory, we had mani- 
Mtations of a semi-anarchist deviation, under the 
lig of ‘Left Communism,” against those meas- 
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ures which our Party took in the cause of r 
forcing our proletarian State and institu 
iscipline and revolutionary order. Democr 
centralism, the workers’ opposition, the Trotsl 
opposition—all were efforts to “ correct” 
theories of Marx and Lenin. The Party, un 
Lenin’s leadership, successfully dealt with a | 
attacks on revolutionary Marxism and Lenini 
The closest, most active, most faithful assis 
of Lenin in this struggle was always Comt 
Stalin.” But gréatest of all were the se v 


rendered by Comrade Stalin in defending | 
theoretical principles of Leninism after—Len 
death, when the oldest adversary of Lenin—Trot 
—remaining true to Menshevism and fig 1 
st against Lenin even during his lifetime, reve; 
hit his true self and attacked the Party on bi 
questions of theory and politics. When | 

authority of Trotsky was still fairly high, , 
many still considered him above all critic 
Comrade Stalin was the first openly and decis 
before the whole Party, to speak of the Menshey 
of Trotsky, and called the party to a decisive fi 
against Trotskism, against its attempts to r 
Lenin on fundamental questions: the nat 
of our revolution, the relation of the proleta 
to the peasantry, the question of the construc} 
of the Party. This struggle took on a partic 1. 
sharp form when Zinoviev and Kamenev, ; 
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prided themselves on being the closest disciples and 
‘o-workers of Lenin, tried to throw their own 
weight into the service of Trotsky, when they 
\ypocritically and pharisically, under the cover 
of Leninism, went against the party and its 
Central Committee, and made a bloc with Trotsky, 
who was moving over to the counter-revolution. 
In those days iron will, constancy, and most of all, 
deep theoretical understanding of Leninism, and 
tonfidence of being in the right 


in the right, were needed to 
struggle determinedly against and finally “smash 
these attacks of the enemies of Leninism; and 
hlot only to do this, but to mobilise the masses of 
the people to fulfil the will of Lenin, to-reinforce 
the dictatorship of the proletariat, and to build 
Socialism. Here the greatest service of Stalin was 
‘that he was able to give principal emphasis, as it 
deserved, to the question of the possibility of 
building Socialism in our country. Stalin defended 
this Leninist theory in the struggle against those 
petty-bourgeois, Menshevik opportunists and 
whiners who completely denied the possibility , ; 
of building Socialism in our country, and hid their \ 
denial with Left phrases about the world revolu- } 

tion. For his consistent defence of the theory put 


forward by Lenin of the victory of the Revolution, 
and the building of Socialism in one country; 
Stalin was hounded from pillar to post, accused 
of national narrowness, of forgetting the world 
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\hinate tasks were most closely bound up with 
\\e mobilisation of the forces of the proletariat 
‘id poor peasants for struggle against the attacks 
| the class enemy, the kulak and Nepman,* and 
) overcome the difficulties which naturally arise 
\\ the course of dealing with such huge historic 
jks, as are at present being solved by the 
jirty. The waverings of the petty bourgeois 
ata naturally find their expression in new 
jnifestations of opportunism, in new attacks 
jyainst the theory and practice of Leninism. 
the Right deviation took shape glossing over the 
jct of the sharpening class struggle, trying 
jieoretically to prove the impossibility of such a 
jipid rate of industrialisation in our country, 
vid of the Socialist reconstruction of agriculture. 
Vhe difficulties in collecting the harvest pushed 4 
jie Right deviators into the arms of the kulaks, 
jid not towards the construction of large-scale 
Jocialist agriculture. Here Stalin rendered the 
feat service of relentlessly and determinedly 
jovealing/ the pro-kulak, and anti-proletarian 
jture_of the Right deviation; he exposed it to 
jie bitter.end, both in theory and in practice. 
With his clear-cut_analysis of the tasks before 
lj, he helped the party and the Central Committee 


revolution, etc. But now it is clear to the wh 
Party, to the huge majority of the broad mil 
of workers, that those who accused him turn 
out tobe on the side of the enemies of the Soy 
State, and not on the side of the world revoluti 
while the party has achieved the greatest succes: 
in the cause of Socialist construction, the rece 
struction of the country, and‘the reinforcement 
the Soviet State as the stronghold of the futy 
world proletarian revolution. f 

The growth of Socialism in our country is accom 
panied with a simultaneous growth of the diffie 
ties arising in the mighty process of constructic 
The class struggle, continuing in new forms und 
the proletarian dictatorship, is growing sharp 
The struggle between growing Socialism and d i 
Capitalism becomes more and more determine 
The Party is passing on from comparative 
simple to more complicated tasks. The Party a 
the proletariat have begun the work of tearit 
out the very roots of capitalism. The end of t 
period of economic reconstruction demanded 
clearly defined programme of further developmen 
And here again the magnificent service render 
by Comrade Stalin was that he sharply ar 
opportunely raised the question of a rapid ra 
of industrialisation of the country, of Sociali 
reconstruction of agriculture, of the building | 
collective farms and Soviet estates. These pr 
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*Nepman: bourgeois element allowed to trade withi 
he fanerork of the New Economic Policy, introduced in 
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successfully to mobilise the masses for the energ| 
application of the general line of the Party. 
A characteristic of our Party throughou t 
history is the combination of theory and prac 
in politics, A good policy requires well-develoy 
mass, energetic organisational work. The politi 
and leader must combine just these features— 


forms, “These are the powers which Com 
Stalin possesses to the maximum degree. The 
ganisational talents of Comrade Stalin, tho 
discovered long ago during his illegal work, } 
been most particularly manifested during © 
period since the Party took over the reins 
Government. With the name of Stalin is lin 
up the solution of the most complicated problt 
of national policy, the organisation of nati 
proletarian republics, the first steps towards 
organisation of the Workers’ and Peasa' 
Inspection as a mass organisation, and 
creation of the Red Army at the front. Fina 
we have his direct organisational work in 
party, during the eight years of his service 
General Secretary of the Central Committee 
the C.P.S.U. In every new stage of our devel 
ment, Comrade Stalin has brought forward fi 
class organisational tasks. With the advent of 1 


44 


THE LIFE OF STALIN 


ynditions, Comrade Stalin has more than once 
nphasised the new requirements demanded of 
ic leadership. These tasks he has defined in the 


(llowing way :— 


“To sit at the helm and keep watch, seeing 


nothing until some calamity overtakes us—this 
is no kind of leadership. Bolshevism does not 


defects in our work; but the working masses 
do not want to keep watch, or cannot do so; 
they therefore do not notice the defects. Then 
there is every chance that one may miss some- 
thing, failto.see everything. It is quite another 
thing when, together with dozens of other 
leading comrades, there keep watch, hundreds 
of thousands and millions of workers; seeing 
the shortcomings in our work, bringing to 
light our mistakes, taking up the common cause 
of Socialist construction, and pointing out the 
way toimprove the position.”’* 

Closely connected with this are those new and 


Wighty slogans, which over a period of several 
dears will continue to be our battle orders, issued 
* From a speech at the meeting of the Active Workers of 


ieee ARs 
je Moscow Organisation of the C.P.S.U., concerning 
\ * of the Aqzil Plenum of the Central Committee of the 


.P.S.U. (April, 1928). 
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joints. It is absolutely impossible for instance, 
\) deny the principles of Trotskism, and yet to 
jake an accommodation with those principles 
iiganisationally within the Party leadership. This 
would be no Leninist policy, but a petty-bour- 
juois policy. Leninism demands monolithic unity, 
jused on the most stringent and relentless eradica- 
\lon of all petty-bourgeois tendencies in the ranks 
){ the proletarian Party. Such Party unity we have 
\| present; and for this, in a considerable degree, 
jhe Party has to thank the correct, skilful, Leninist 
dership of Comrade Stalin, who so well con- 
iinues the work of Lenin. That is why the Party, 
id with it the whole working class, greets Comrade 
‘Nalin as their recognised leader. 


by Comrade Stalin on the basis of the experier 

~» of the masses. Such slogans are: the enliven 
of the Soviets,” “self-criticism,” “‘ improve: 
work of the trade unions,” “Socialist Competitio 
“the struggle for cadres,” etc. The launching 
self-criticism, the development of the work 
" mass proletarian organisations, Stalin has alw 

closely bound up with the condition that | 
leadership of the Party be reinforced and stre 

thened. This is one of the most important pri 

ples of Leninism. The struggle against all ki 

of disintegrating elements within the ranks of 

Party, against opportunist worm-rot even in 

fi embryonic stage, will guarantee the future succ 
we of our Party. All these slogans stand out lik 
4 red light in the whole of Comrade Stalin’s activit 
wi Hence the violent struggle for unity in the Pai 
i for purity and principledness in its ranks. A 
if, since Lenin’s death, our Party has successht 

grappled with the most difficult tasks, we 

obliged for this to the determined, relent 

struggle against deviations from the Le ir 

line, waged by the Central Committee, and 
Comrade Stalin in particular as the most promini 
leader of the Party. To be a true Leninist 
politics is to be true in organisation. Our Pa 
yhas never allowed factionalism in its ranks, ] 
mever allowed the mutual accommodation, 
a matter of principle, of mutually exclusive vie 
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ork of Comrade Stalin. I want just to try to 
wfresh in _comtades’ minds, certain facts out of 
ihe most-distant past, to publish certain little- ( 
jnown documents, in order by simple facts, to 
jhow the truly exceptional role played by Comrade 
\\alin at the most tense moments of the civil war. 

During the 1918-1920 period, Comrade Stalin 
yas probably the only person whom the Central 
ommittee despatched from one fighting front to 
jnother, choosing always those places most fraught 
with danger for the revolution. Where it was 
jomparatively quiet, and everything going 
jnoothly,..where-we had successes, Stalin was 
jot to be found, But where for various reasons 
jhe Red Army was cracking up, where the counter- 
pvolutionary forces through their successes were 
jienacing the very existence of the Soviet Govern- 
jient, where confusion and panic might any moment 
levelop into helplessness, catastrophe, there 
Nalin made his appearance. He took no sleep at 
light, he organised, he took the leadership into 
Nis own strong--hands, he relentlessly broke 
rough difficulties, and turned the corner, 
jived_the situation. Stalin himself wrote about 
|| in one of his letters to the Central Committee 
ji 1919, saying that “he was being transformed , 
to a specialist for cleaning out the stables of 
jie war department.’ 


IV 
STALIN AND THE RED ARMY 
by K. VOROSHILOV. 


is fraught withevents of vast significar 
During recent years not rivers, but whole o 
have flowed by. Enormous changes have ta 
place around us; entirely new prospects 


i base peaceful construction period of ourhiste 


a have completely changed. With all these eve 
ip are indissolubly connected the many-sided reve 
sill tionary activities of Comrade Stalin. During 
at the very focus of increasing and turbul 
struggle. Only these circumstances can full r 
plain the fact that the significance of Coms 
Stalin, as one of the most prominent organil 


certain extent been overshadowed, and is | 
underestimated. q 
To-day, on the fiftieth birthday of our fric 

I want, as far as I am able, to fill up this gap, 
Naturally, in a short article, I cannot pret 

UV to be giving a full characterisation of the imilit 
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Nlovak counter-revolution was increasing; in the 
\ir South the British were approaching Baku. 
(ivil war was raging in a fiery circle. The revolu- 
lon was being put to its greatest test. Telegram 
\lter telegram flew from Comrade Stalin in Tsarit- 
jyn to Lenin, and back. Lenin warned him of the 
angers, expressed approval, demanded that 
letermined measures be taken. The position in 
lyaritsyn became one of tremendous significance. 
With the rebellion on the Don and the loss of 
Tyaritsyn, we risked losing the whole of the rich 
jiain-producing districts of North Caucasus. 
nd Comrade Stalin understood this only too well. 
§ an experienced revolutionary, he soon came 
» the conviction that his work would have some 
jeaning only if he could influence the military 
jommanders, whose role in the circumstances of the 
jnoment was decisive. 

“The line to the south of Tsaritsyn is not yet 
wstored,”? he wrote to Lenin in a note dated July 
jth, sent with the characteristic inscription : 


‘Hurrying to the front, can only write on busi- 
eb) 


TSARITSYN 


beginning of June, 1918, Comrade Stalin witl 
detachment of Red soldiers and two armou 
cars, set out for Tsaritsyn as controller of f 
supplies for South Russia. In Tsaritsyn he 
met with inconceivable chaos, and not only in 
Soviets, trade unions and Party organisatio 
there was even more muddle and confusion in 
organs of military command. Comrade St 
at every step came across obstacles of a gent 
nature, which prevented him from fulfilling” 
task for which he was directly responsible. Th 
obstacles were due, first and foremost, to the ra 
development of the Cossack counter-revolutt 
which was in those days receiving abundant ass 
ance from the German troops in occupation i 
Ukraine. The Cossack counter-revolution 
bands soon seized several points near Tsarits 
and thus not only defeated the plans for 
collection of grain for the starving population 
Moscow and Leningrad, but also created a seri 
menace to Tsaritsyn itself. i 

The position was no better in other place: 


“T am driving and bullying all who require 
it. Hope soon to restore the position! You can 
rest assured that we shall spare nobody, ourselves 
that time. In Moscow there was a rebellion or others, and the grain will be obtained. Ii only 
the Left Social Revolutionaries; Muraviev hi) our military ‘ specialists’ (Cobblers !) would not 
betrayed us in the East; in the Urals, the Czed sleep and idle, the line would not have been 


Be 51 


DHE LIP EE) OF) S TADIN i 


_ broken; and if we restore the line, it will no} 
thanks to the officers, but in spite of them. 
And later, answering the anxiety of Lenina 

the possibility of a rising of Left Social Reve 
aries in Tsaritysn, he wrote briefly and to 
point :— 
“ As for the hysterical ones, rest He) 

/ hand will not falter, we shall deal as~-enen 
with our enemies.” : 

As he became closer and closer in touch with 
military apparatus, Comrade Stalin became ¢ 
vinced of its absolute helplessness, and in cert 
sections of its direct unwillingness to organise 1 
tance to the evermore insolent counter-revoluti 
By July 11th, 1918, Stalin found it necess 

\ to telegraph to Lenin :— | 
“ Everything is complicated by the fact t 
the Headquarters Staff of the North-Cauca 
Command has proved to be absolutely ine 
able of fighting against the counter-revoluti 
It is not only that our ‘ specialists’ are psych 
gically incapable of striking a decisive b 
against the counter-revolution, but also t 
they, as ‘Staff’ workers, are capable only 
‘drafting plans’ and elaborating schemes 
reorganisation, but are entirely indifferent 
military operations . . .aud generally speaki 
behave as though they were outsiders, guests. “ 
military commissars could not fill up the ga p. 
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Comrade Stalin did not limit himself to this 


‘shing description ; in the same note he himself 
\iaws the organisational conclusions :— 


““T consider I have no right merely to observe 
this with indifference, when Kalnin’s front 
(Kalnin was the commander at that time of the 
North Caucasus), is cut off from supplies, and the 
North cut off from the grain district. I intend 
altering this and many other shortcomings in 
the localities ; I shall take measures, even to the 
dismissal of those officials and commanders 
who are ruining the cause, despite the formal 
difficulties which, where necessary, I shall break 
through. Of course, I shall take full responsi- 
bility before all higher institutions.” 


The position became more and more strained. 
rade Stalin exercised enormous energy, and 


the shortest possible time developed out of 


traordinary plenipotentiary for food supplies, 
jlo the actual leader of all the Red forces in the 
jaritsyn front. 
lied in Moscow, and Comrade Stalin was given the 
ork of “restoring order, amalgamating detach- 
gnts into regular army units, appointing the 
oper authorities, and driving out all the un- 
liciplined.’’* 


This state of affairs was recog- 


* From the telegram of the Revoladowery Military Council 
the Republic countersigned : 
itched by agreement with Lenin.” 


“This telegram is des- 
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jlentless broom. The revolutionary Military 
(ouncil, headed by Comrade Stalin, created a 
jpecial Cheka,* and entrusted it with the 
juty of cleansing Tsaritsyn from counter-revolu- 
lon. 

The evidence of an enemy is sometimes valu- 
ible and interesting. This is how Colonel Nosovich 
\lormer Chief of the Operations Department of 
jhe army) who later betrayed us and went over to 
Krasnoy, describes this period and the role of 
\talin, in a White Guard magazine—‘ The 
on Wave ”—of. February 3rd, 1919 :— 

“The chief work given to Stalin was the 
organisation of food supplies to the northern 
provinces, and he was possessed of unlimited 
powers for the carrying out of his task... The 
Griazi-l'saritysn line was cut for good. In the 
North there remained one possibility of getting 
supplies and maintaining connections: through 
the Volga. In the South, after the occupation 
of Tikhoretskaya by White Volunteers, the 
position became exceedingly precarious. As 
for Stalin, who drew his supplies exclusively from 
the Stavropol province, this state of affairs 
threatened an end to his mission in the South. 
But it was obviously not in the nature of such a 


By this time the remnants of the Ukraini 
revolutionary armies, which had retreated bef 
the attacks of the German troops across the D 
steppes, had arrived in Tsaritysn. 


Comrade Stalin headed the newly cra 


work of organising a regular army. The turbul 
nature of Comrade Stalin, his energy and | 
power, did that which yesterday had seem 
impossible. In the shortest possible time divisio 
brigades, regiments were created. The si 
organs of supply and the whole rear was radic 
cleansed of counter-revolutionary and al 
elements. The Soviet and Party apparatus y 
improved, and their work tightened up. A gr 
of old Bolsheviks and revolutionary wor 
rallied round Comrade Stalin, and in the pl 
of the helpless Staff, a Red Bolshevik citadel gi 
up in the South, at the very gates of the I 
counter-revolution. 


units from the Ukraine, had felt almost free, ¢ 
lived in the hope of better days. To ensure. 
reorganisation of the Red forces on the front 
was necessary to sweep out the rear with ani 
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* Cheka—Extraordinary Committee, used for dealing 
ith counter-revolutionary elements during the revolution 
Wid civil war. 
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person as Stalin to leave unfinished work o 
begun. We must be fair to him, and admi 
any of the old administrators hove good c¢ 


to envy his energy; and it would be well | 
many others to learn from his capacity to ada 
himself to his work, and the local circumstané 
Gradually, as his work became less, or rath 
as his direct tasks became smaller, Stalin bep 
to examine the work of all the administrat} 


departments of the town, and the task of organ 
ing the defence of Tsaritsynin particular, and{ 


whole of the Caucasian, so-called revolutio 
front in general.” 


Further, describing the position 4 in Tsari 8 


Nosovich writes : — 


working at full speed. Not a day passed with 
plots being discovered in what had seemed’ 
be the most reliable and secret places. All 
prisons of the town were full . 

Phe fighting at the front had reached 
culminating point... 

“After July 20th, the chief moving spi 
and executor was Stalin. A simple conversati 
on the direct line with the centre, concerni 
the difficulties and unsuitability for work of 
existing form of administration, brought 
command along the main wire from Moscow, th 
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Stalin was to take charge of the whole of the 
military . . . and civil administration . . i 
But Nosovich himself admits later that these 


pressive measures were well founded, This is 
at he writes of the counter-revolutionary 
panisations in Tsaritsyn :— 


“¢ By this time the local counter-revolutionary 


organisations also, who adopted the Constituent 


Assembly as their motto, had become consider- 
ably strengthened and, having obtained money 
from Moscow, were preparing an insurrection to 
help the Don Cossacks to free Tsaritsyn. 

“Unfortunately, the leaders of this organisa- 
tion who had arrived from Moscow, Engineer 
Alexeyev and his two sons, were not well 
acquainted with the existing state of affairs and, 
as a result of a badly arranged plan, which 
included bringing into the ranks of the active 
participators a Serbian battalion, which had 
lately served the Bolsheviks in the Extraordin- 
ary Committee, the organisation of this plot 
was discovered .. . 

“Stalin’s resolution was short: ‘To be 
shot?!” 

“Engineer Alexeyev, his two sons, and a 
considerable number of officers with them, some 
of whom had been members of the organisation 
while others were suspected of participationin it, 


_ were seized by the Cheka and shot without trial.” 
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Regarding the raid and the work of cleansin . 
rear (North Caucasian Command Headqu 1 
and its administrative offices) from White G 
Nosovich writes further :— 

“A characteristic peculiarity of this di 
was the attitude of Stalin to instructions w 
from the centre. When Trotsky, worried be 
of the destruction of the command admini 
tions formed by him, with such difficulty, s 
a telegram concerning the necessity of leay 
the staff, and the war commissariat on 
previous footing and giving them a chance 
work, Stalin wrote a categorical, most signifie 


ind file, began to feel that a strong revolutionary 
\und was leading them, which would carry on the 
ruggle in the interests of the workers and 
jeasants, mercilessly punishing all those who 
‘ood in the way of that struggle. 

‘The leadership of Comrade Stalin was not 
\mited to work in his study. When the necessary 
wider had been restored, when revolutionary 
jiganisations had been put into order, he set 
wt for the front, which then_stretched over 600 
\ilometres, And only Stalin, with his magnificent 
jrganisational capacities was able, having had 
jo previous military training (Comrade Stalin had 
jever’Served in any army }) so well to understand ~ 
pecial military questions-in the then extremely ~ 
lificult circumstances. 

I remember, as though it were to-day, the 
beginning of August 1918. The Krasnov Cossacks 
Were attacking Tsaritsyn, trying with one con- ~ 
wentrated drive to throw back the Red Army units 
\o the Volga. For many days the Red troops, head- 
i by the Communist division composed entirely 
of workers from the Donetz Basin, withstood the 
ixtremely powerful attacks of the excellently 
organised Cossack units. These were days of great 
tial. You should have seen Comrade Stalin at that 
lime. Calm as usual, deep in thought, he literally 
had no-sleep.for-days-on end, distributing his 
Intensive work between the fighting positions and 
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inscription on the telegram : ‘ To be ignored | 
“No attention was paid therefore to t 
telegram, and the entire artillery and a sect 
of the staff personnel continued to wait — 
barges at Tsaritsyn.” 
The whole face of Tsaritsyn was very shor 
quite unrecognisable, The town, where so recen 
military bands played in the public garde 
where the streets had been crowded with 1 
bourgeoisie and White officers who had float 
in, now became a Red military camp, where | 
strictest order and military discipline reigned 01 
all. This reinforcement of the rear immediat 
produced the desired effect upon the morale of : 
regiments fighting at the front. The command 
and political staff, and the entire Red Army ra 
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_ towards the end'of November. As a result of si 
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Division stood out for five days literally without a 
jiece of bread), in 35 deg. of frost, with no roads, 
Jong a huge drawn-out front (more than 400 kilo- 
jnetres), with a poor staff, the army was not in a 
‘ondition to stand out against the excellent forces 
if the enemy. 

To get the full, disconsolate picture, one must 
\dd the mass desertions of the “ old ” officers, and 
he surrender of whole regiments, as a result of the 
joor class selection of reinforcements and the 
\\tility of the Army Command. The 3rd Army, 
\\ such circumstances, broke to pieces entirely, 
treated in disorder over a distance of 300 kilo- 


the Army Headquarters. The position at t 
front became almost catastrophic. The Kra 
troops, commanded by Fitzhalaurov, Mamo 
and others, by a well-planned manceuvre, 
pressing our exhausted troops, who had alre 
suffered great losses. The enemy front, form 
into a horsehoe, with its flanks resting on fl 
Volga, pressed closer every day. We.had no , 
out. But Stalin cared nothing for this. He w 
inspired with one single thought—victory ! 
smash up the enemy whatever happened. At 
this indomitable will“of Stalin was passed on 


‘less position, nobody doubted in our ultimate) !ittes in twenty days, and lost on the way eighteen 
victory. fay 


“‘housand soldiers, dozens of guns, hundreds of 
We were victorious. The enemy was beat jachines-guns, etc. The enemy began to advance 
4, llipidly, seriously menacing Viatka and the entire 
astern front. 

The Central Committee was compelled, as a 
jsult of these events, to consider the causes of 
jiese catastrophes and bring the 3rd Army into 
Inder again. Whom to send to fulfil this difficult 
isk? Lenin telegraphed to the President of 
he Revolutionary Military Council of the Re- 
publics :— 

“There are several party despatches from 
Perm concerning the catastrophic condition of 
the army and drunkenness. I propose sending 
Stalin—am afraid Smilga would not be firm 
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tor of the 3rd Army, which had been compelle 
to surrender Perm. This army, surrounded by t 
enemy in a semi-circle, was finally demoralist 


reliable reinforcements, with a weak rear, th 
food supply in a hopeless condition (the 29¢ 
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enough in his attitude towards . . . who alst 


is said, drinks and cannot restore order.” 


The Central Committee took its decision :-— 


investigate the causes of the surrender of Pt 
the recent defeats on the Ural front, and als¢ 


Commission to take all necessary measures 

the speedy restoration both of the Party 

Soviet work in the whole region of the 3rd_ 

2nd armies.’”’”* if 

This decision apparently limited the functior 
Comrade Stalin and Dzerzhinsky to an “ invest 
tion of the causes of the surrender of Perm and 
recent defeats on the Urals front.” But Comi 
Stalin made the centre of his “ Party invest 
tion” work the taking of actual measuret 
restore the position, to reinforce the front,” 
In his first telegram to Lenin, of January | 
1919, concerning the results of the work of 
Commission, Stalin said nothing about the “ cal 
of the catastrophe,” but raises the question on 
spot of what must be done to save the army. 1 
was his telegram :— 


* Telegram of Sverdlov, No. 00079. 
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“To the President of the Council of Defence, 
Comrade Lenin. 

“The investigation has begun. How the 
investigation goes on we shall inform you from 
time to time. For the time being we consider 
it necessary to inform you of one requirement of 
the 3rd army which brooks no delay. The point 
is that out of 30,000 previously in the army, 
there remain only about 11,000 tired, exhausted 
men, who can scarcely hold out against the 


attacks of the enemy. The units sent by the 


Commander-in-Chief are not reliable, some are 
even hostile to us, and need seriously combing 
out. To save the remnants of the 3rd army and 
avert the rapid advance of the enemy towards 
Viatka (according to reports received from the 
commanders at the front and the 3rd army, this 
is a very real danger) it is absolutely necessary to 
send immediately from Russia at the disposal of 
the Army Commander at least three absolutely 
reliable regiments. We urgently request you to 
bring pressure to bear in this direction on the 
military institutions concerned. We repeat: 
without such measures the fate of Perm awaits 
Viatka; this is the general opinion of the com- 
rades on the spot, which we share on the basis 
of all the information at our disposal_—(sgd.) 
Stalin, Dzerzhinsky, 5th January, 1919, Viatka.” 
It was not until January 13th, 1919, that Com- 
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rades Stalin and Dzerzhinsky sent their short |] 
liminary report on the “causes of the catastropl 
which amounted in short to the following: we 


the enemy attack, absence of reserves, abseng 
connections between the staff and the army, 
disorganised methods of the Army Commander, {jj 
outrageous and criminal methods of controll 
the front employed by the Revolutionary Mili 
Council of the Republic, which actually paraly, 
the front with its contradictory instructions, | 
which deprived it of every possibility of com 
the speedy assistance of the 3rd army, th 
reliability of reinforcements from the rear, whie 
explained by old methods of formation, and 
absolute instability of the rear, consequent Wj 
the complete helplessness and incapacity of | 
Soviet and Party organisations. 
Simultaneously Comrade Stalin indicated, 4 
put into immediate practice with his usual s 
_and determination, several practical measu 
raise the fighting capacity of the 3rd army. 
“* By January 15th, we read in his report to 
Council of Defence, 1,200 reliable infantry 
cavalrymen have been sent to the front ; a 
later, two squadrons of cavalry. January 2¢ 
the 62nd regiment, 3rd brigade (atter being ¢ 
fully combed out). These reinforcements m 


( 


it possible to stop the advance of the ene 
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roused the spirits of the 3rd army and opened up 
the way for an attack on Perm, which up to now 
has been successful. In the rear of the army a 
serious cleansing of the Soviet and Party institu- 
tions is taking place. In Viatka and other pro- 
vincial towns revolutionary committees have 
been organised. The formation of strong revolu- 
tionary organisations has been begun in the 
villages and still continues. The entire party 
and Soviet work is being reorganised on a new 
basis. The military control department has been 
cleansed and reorganised. The provincial Extra- 
ordinary Commission has also been cleansed and 
reinforced by new Party workers. The un- 
loading at the Viatka Junction is proceeding, 
etc 

As a result of these measures, not only was the 


\rther advance of the enemy stopped, but in 
\inuary, 1919, the Eastern front took the offensive 
‘nd on our right flank Uralsk was taken. 

This is how Comrade Stalin understood and 
\rried out his task of “ investigating the causes of 
le catastrophe.” He investigated, he discovered 
hie causes, and there on the spot, with the forces 


his disposal, made an end of the trouble 


nd brought about the necessary change of 
cart. 


65 we 


PEALE IR EQOF aS T ALIN 


PrETROGAD 
{ 


In the spring of 1919 the White Army 
General Yudenich, in accordance with the task 
him by Kolchak of “taking Petrograd”? | 
drawing away the revolutionary troops frou 
Eastern front, began an unexpected attack, y V 
the help of White Esthonians, White Finns and 
British, and became a real menace to Petrog 
The seriousness of the situation was the m 
marked by the fact that in Petrograd itself count 
revolutionary plots were discovered, the lea 
of which were—mitlitary specialists serving in 
staff of the Western Front, in the 7th army and: 
Kronstadt naval base. Parallel with the atti 


y 


of Yudenich on Petrograd, Bulak-Balahovic ; R 
gaitiing several successes in the direction of Psk 
Treachery began on the front. Several of ¢ 
regiments went over to the enemy: the. ch 
garrison of “Red Hill” fort and “ Grey Hor 
fort openly came out against the Soviet Gove 
ment, The whole 7th Army lost its head, the fr 
wavered, the enemy had advanced almost 
Petrograd. It was necessary to save the situat 
immediately. _ ; 

The Central Committee again chose Cons 
Stalin for this work. In the course of three wee 
Comrade Stalin succeeded in stemming the ti 
The low spirits and confusion of the army 
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the staffs were pulled 
ogether, mobilisations of the Petrograd workers 
ind Communists took place one after another, the 
ynemies and traitors were mercilessly annihilated. 


Comrade Stalin interfered in the operations of the 
inilitary command. This is what he telegraphed to 
Lenin :— 


“Qn the heels of ‘ Red Hill’ we have liqui- 
dated ‘Grey Horse’; their big guns are in 
complete working cece, there is taking place 
a rapid (illegible) of all forts and strongholds. 
The naval specialists assured us that the capture 
of ‘Red Hill’ from the sea would overthrow all | 
naval science. There is nothing left for me but 
mourn the loss of this so-called science. The | 
speedy capture of the ‘ Hill’ was the result of | / 
the most brutal interference on my part, and — 
of civilians generally, in the operations, includ- | 
ing the cancelling of orders on land and sea, and 
giving our own instructions. I consider it my 
duty to declare that I shall continue to act in 
this way, despite all my reverence for science. 
—Stalin.” 

Six days later Comrade Stalin reported to 
Lenin :— 

‘The turning-point in our units has arrived. 
For a week there has been no single case of 
individual or group desertion. ‘The deserters 
are returning in thousands. There are more 
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frequent desertions from the enemy to ol 
camp. In a week 400 men have deserted to w 
the majority with their weapons. We began th 
attack yesterday afternoon. Although th 
promised reinforcements have not yet arrivel 
it was impossible for us to remain on the lif 
we occupied—it was too close to Petrograt 
The attack so far is successful; the Whites a 
running; to-day we took he line Kernoye 
Voronino-Slepino-Kaskovo. We have talke 


Industry was coming to a standstill for lack of 
fuel. Inside the country, and even in Moscow, 
vounter-revolutionary elements were stirring. 
Danger threatened Tula, danger hung over 
Moscow. er 

The situation had to be saved. And to the 
Southern front, once again, the Central Committee 
jent Comrade Stalin as a member of the Revolu- 
\ionary Military Council. There is no need now to 
hide the fact that prior to his appointment, 
Stalin put three important conditions to the 
Central Committee :— 

1. That Trotsky should not interfere in the 
affairs of the Southern front, and should 
not cross its boundary line. 

2. That a number of workers, whom Comrade 
Stalin considered unsuitable for the work 
of restoring the position among the troops, 
were to be immediately withdrawn, and 
That new workers, to be chosen by Comrade 
Stalin, should be immediately despatched 
to the Southern front, who would be capable 
of fulfilling the task. 

These conditions were accepted in their entirety. 

But, in order to cover this huge expanse (from 

Volga to the Polish-Ukrainian frontier), calling 
\tself the Southern front, composed of several 
: : hundred thousand troops, an accurate plan of 
The food supply difficulties had become extrem operations was necessary, a clearly formulated 
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ges. The enemy ships have not appeared, th 
apparently fear the ‘Red Hill’ which is no 
entirely ours. Urgently send the two nil 
cartridges for the 6th division.” 
These two telegrams give a full picture of tf 
huge creative work done by Comrade Stalin j 


i! 


Red Petrograd. 


Tue SourHEern Front 


The autumn of 1919 is remembered by all. 
decisive turning point in the whole civil war w 
about to take place. Supplied by the <‘ Allies, 
supported by their staffs, the White troops 


southern | front, ‘slowly, step by step, was fallit 


(enn 
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“Two months ago the Commander-in- 
made no objection in principle to a drive from 
the west to the east, through the Donetz Basin, 
as the main task. If the blow was not delivered, 
it was only because he referred to the ‘ heritage’ 
left by the retreat of the Southern troops in 
the summer, i.e., the spontancously-created 
grouping of troops on the south-eastern front, 
the re-arrangement of which (grouping) would 
result in much loss of time, to the advantage 
of Denikin ... But now the circumstances and 
the resulting grouping of forces have changed 
fundamentally ; the 8th Army (the main force 
on the late southern front) has moved towards 
the Southern front and faces the Donetz basin ; 
the cavalry corps of Budenny (the other main 
force) has moved to the Southern front, and 
a new force has been added, the Lettish division, 
which in a month’s time, refreshed, will again 
be a menace to Denikin’s forces... What then 
makes the Commander in Chief (Headquarters) 
cling to the old plan? Apparently obstinacy 
alone, or if you like, factionalism of the most 
stupid and most dangerous kind to the Republic 
gee in the Commander-in-Chief by his 

‘ strategic adviser’... A few days ago Shorin 
was ordered by the Commander-in-Chief to make 
an attack on Novorossisk across the Don 
steppes, along a line which might be convenient 
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objective for the front had to be drawn up. The 
this objective could be presented to the troof 
and, by re-groupings and concentrating the be 
forces in the most important places, it would | 
possible to deliver a blow at the enemy. 

Comrade Stalin found a very indefinite an 
difficult state of affairs at the front. We we 
being beaten on the main line of Kursk- Ore 
Tula ?~the-eastern flank was helplessly markin 


“time. As for the plan of operations he was offer 


attack on the left flank, between Ts 
Novorossisk, across the Don steppes. : 
“The main plan of attack of the Souther 
front remains unchanged ; namely, the main blo 
will be delivered by the special group of Sho ir 
with the object of annihilating the enemy on th 
Don and in Kuban,”* : 
Having acquainted himself with the positio 
Comrade Stalin immediately took his decisio 
He categorically rejected the old plan, drew u 
new suggestions and proposed them to Lenin in th 
following note, which speaks for itself. The nof 
itself is of such interest, so clearly shows the strat 
gic talents of Comrade Stalin, is so characteristl 
in its decisive method of dealing with question 
that we consider it valuable to quote it in full = 


* From instructions of the Commander-in-Chief, Septen 
ber, 1919. 4 
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for flight by our airmen, but is quite impossil 
for our infantry and artillery to wander oy 


tion hostile to us, with absolutely no roa 
threatens us with utter defeat. It can be eas 


only rally the Cossacks against us to the sidé 
Denikin, in the defence of their villages; ¢ 


the Don; can only result in the creation of 
army of Cossacks for Denikin; in other wor 
can only strengthen Denikin’s position. 
just for this reason that it is essential no 
without delay, to change the old plan which hi 
already been changed in practice, and to } 
place it by a plan for a main blow throu 
Kharkov—the Donetz to Rostov ; here, first 
we shall be among a sympathetic, and not 
hostile population, which will simplify ¢ 
movements ; secondly, we gain thereby a m 
important railway system (Donetz), and t 
main artery feeding Denikin’s army, the Vo 
zh-Rostov line. Thirdly, by such a moveme 
e cut Denikin’s army in two, leaving t 
olunteers to be eaten up by Makhno, wh 
we threaten the Cossack armies, with an atte 


from the rear. Fourthly, we get a chance 
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creating trouble between the Cossacks and 
Denikin, since the latter, should our advance 
be successful, will try to move the Cossack units 
to the west, which the majority of Cossacks 
will refuse to do... Fifthly, we get coal, and 


Denikin remains without coals-"There must be — 


no delay in adopting this plan... In short: 
the old plan, which is already no longer being 
acted upon, must not be galvanised into life 
under any circumstances; it is a danger to the 
Republic, and will certainly ease Denikin’s 
position. The new plan must take its place. 
Circumstances and conditions here are not only 
ready for this, but urgently demand a change... 
Without this my work on the Southern front is 
simply futile, criminal, useless; which gives 
me the right, or rather forces me to go any- 
where, to the devil even, rather than remain 
on the Southern front—Yours, Stalin.” 

This document requires no comment. The 


iheasure by which Stalin estimates the shortest 
joute to attain the goal deserves particular 
\ttention. 
\s not enough, and often is incorrect. The road 
from Tsaritsyn to Novorossisk may turn out to 
he muchlonger bécatise it goes through an environ- 
nent of class enemies. 
oad from Tula t 
jhorter, bécause it goes through working-class 


In the Civil War simple arithmetic 


On the other hand, the 
ovorossi ay prove much 
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Comrade Stalin conformed, although because of 
|) health he considered he should not have been 
joved. Then he began to get anxious, feeling that 
\is constant shifting from one place to another 
ould be incorrectly interpreted by the local party 
jganisations, who would he inclined to “ accuse 
ic of frivolously jumping from one sphere of army 
(tivity to another, in view of the fact that they 
{¢ not informed of the decisions of the Central 
ommittee.””* 
The Central Committee agreed with Comrade 
(alin, and Lenin on February roth telegraphed 
lm: ‘*I have not yet lost hope that .. . every- 
jing will come right without your transferring.” 
When Wrangel, under cover of the White Polish 
jmpaign, crawled ont of the Crimea and con- 
the White Guards, recovering from the blowyituted a new terrible menace to the recently 
reducing our successes to nil, the Central Committ) berated Donetz, and the whole of the south, the 
sent Stalin the following telegram :— YC. passed the following resolution (August 3rd, 
“In view of the necessity of instit 20) -— 

genuine unity among the commanders o 

Caucasus front, of supporting the authority (fj alarm in Kuban, the Wrangel front be con- 

the front commanders and the army command@j| sidered as of vast dependent importance, 


historic consequences of this step are well 
to everyone. 

And one more characteristic was shown ab 
lutely clearly on the Southern front—Stalin’s 
of working with “‘ shock troops,” his way of cho 
ing the main direction for the army to take, 
centrating the best sections of the army, 4 
crushing the enemy. In this respect, and also int 
selection of the direction for the army to 
Stalin achieved great skill. i 

After the rout of Denikin, the authority of Sti 
as a first class organiser and miliary leader heca 
indisputable. When in January, 1920, as ar 
of serious mistakes on the part of our command 
the front, our offensive was seriously held up mi 


. . . \ 
Rostov, when again the danger was imminent 


of utilising as widely as possible local forces afl) and be treated as an independent front. That 
resources, the Political Bureau of the Ce Comrade Stalin be instructed to organise a 
Committee has resolved that it is absolut Revolutionary Military Council, and to concen- 
necessary that you enter the Revolutionafy| trate his entire forces on the Wrangel front, 
Military Council of the Caucasus Front. . ¥) Egorov or Frunze to be appointed Commander 
Inform us when you leave for Rostov.” * Stalin’s telegram of February 7th, 1920. 
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“That, in view of Wrangel’s successes and the 
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of the Wrangel front, by agreement between However, this period is so rich in events, and to 
Commander-in-Chief and Stalin.” jelate it all would require such a careful analysis 
The same day Lenin wrote to Stalin :— of the documents concerned, that it would lead us 
“The Political Bureau has just finish) \eyond the limits of our article. 
dividing up the fronts, so that you are engagf) ‘This short account of the military activities of 
exclusively with Wrangel.” Comrade Stalin does not give even a complete idea 
Comrade Stalin organised the new front, all) pf his fundamental characteristic qualities as a 
relinquished his work only on account of sicknes§) jinilitary leader and proletarian revolutionary. 
During the White Polish campaign, Commi) What is most apparent is Comrade Stalin’s capacity 
Stalin was a member of the Revolutionary Militiyy) of quickly grasping the concrete circumstances and 
Council of the South-West front. The rout of tf \cting in accordance with them. ‘The most “relent- 
Polish army, the liberation of Kiev and Wl joss enemy of mental slovenliness, indiscipline and 
Ukraine, the deep penetration into Galicia, Mii\ndividualism in warfare, Comrade Stalin, where 
organisation of the famous raid of the jhe interests of the revolution so demanded, never 
Cavalry Army—Stalin’s infant—to a large degii\csitated to take upon himself the responsibility 
were the results of his competent, skilful leadershi lor exceptional measures, for radical changes ; 
The rout of the entire Polish front in the U. where the revolutionary situation so demanded, 
and the almost complete annihilation of the ¥l/omrade Stalin was ready to go against any 
Polish Army near Kiev, the crushing blows ml egulations, any principal of subordination. 
Berdichev and Zhitomir and the movement of Comrade Stalin was always an advocate of the 
ist Cavalry Army in the direction of Rovno, creat) post strict ct military discipline and centralisation in 
circumstances favourable to a general attack a jonditions, however, of thoughtful, and steady 
the whole of our Western front. The subsequléliliirection on the part of the superior military 
activities of the South-Western front brought Mi)jrgans. In the report given above to the Council 
Red troops up to the gates of Lvov. And only ti of Defence on January 31st, 1919, Comrade Stalin 
defeat of our troops near Warsaw prevented tMijogether with Comrade Dzerzhinsky wrote :— 
Cavalry Army from carrying out the attack plan “The army cannot work as an air-tight, 
upon Lyoy, from which it was only 10 kilome entirely autonomous unit; in its actions itis 
distant. entirely dependent upon adjacent armies and 
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\urned to guarantee supplies to the troops and thus 
jnake them stronger and steadier. 

In Comrade Stalin we find the most typical 
lvatures of the proletarian organiser of the class 
jiont. He paid special attention-to-the class com- 

josition of the army, to ensure that workers and 
armies. A regime of strictly centralised actigy Ch peasants indeed remained in it, “as do not 
on the part of individual armies must be if ixploit the labour of others.” He attributed great 
\nportance to the development of political work 
\) the army, and was more than once the initiator 
i{ the mobilisation of Communists, considering it 
ysential that a considerable percentage of them be 
wnt as rank-and-file fighters. Comrade Stalin was 
yery particular about the selection of military 
ommissars. He strongly criticised the then 
yxisting All-Russian Bureau of Military Com- 
jnissars for sending “‘ mere boys.”’ He said :— 

‘* Military Commissars should be the soul of 
military action, giving a lead to the experts.’’* 
Comrade Stalin also attributed great importance 
) the political condition of the army rear. In his 
¢port on the 3rd Army he writes :-— 

“The weak spot in our armies is the insta- 
bility of the rear, chiefly due to neglect of Party 
work, incapacity of the Soviet departments to 
put into operation the instructions of the centre, 
and the exclusive, almost isolated, position of the 
local extraordinary commissions.” 


tionary Military Council of the Republic: the 
best fighting army, other things being equi 
would run the risk of crumpling up in the ev 
of wrong instructions from the centre and tli 
absence of any live contract with the adjaceii 


stituted on all fronts, and primarily on 

eastern front, for the carrying out of defi 

seriously thought out, strategic instructio 

Arbitrary action and thoughtlessness in 

defining of instructions, without a ca 

| consideration of all data, and the rapid chang 
ct instructions necessitated thereby, and also ¢ 
indefiniteness of instructions themselves, as 
Revolutionary Military Council of the Repub) 
often lets pass—all this makes it impossible 
lead the armies, causes waste of time and ene 
and disorganises the front.” 

f Comrade Stalin always insisted on person 
/responsibility for work undertaken, and y¥ 
physically incapable of tolerating “ departmen 
red tape.” 4 
Comrade Stalin paid great attention to fl 
organisation of supplies to the troops. He kn 
and understood the meaning of good food and wat 
clothes for the-soldiers. At Tsaritsyn and Pert 
and on the Southern front, he left no stone ¥ 
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Comrade Stalin was extremely strict on | 
question of the selection of Personnel: Regard] 


fe position, and genuinely being “ no respecte) 


persons,” he swept away in the roughest wa 
useless experts, commissars, Party and Soy 
workers. But at the same time, Stalin, more th 


lure of energy, will-power and brain-power from 
(omrade Stalin. He gave himself entirely and 
\individedly. But at the same time he gained 
ln the Civil War great experience for his later 
york, 
In the Civil War, in varying, complicated cir- 
anyone, always supported and defended those whi \rmstances, Comrade Stalin, with an enormous 
in his opinion, justified the revolutionary OM \alent for revolutionary strategy, always correctly 
fidence in them. Comrade Stalin acted in this Wi)))stimated the chief directions to be taken for the 
with well-known Red Army commanders who W@ljnain blow at the enemy; and, skilfully using the 
known to him personally. — When one of the t \actical method appropriate to the circumstances, 
proletarian heroes of the Civil War, afterwa btained the desired results. This quality of pro- 
Commander of the 14th Cavalry Division, Comr \tarian strategist and tactician have remained 
Parhomenko, killed in the struggle against M)yith him since the Civil War. This quality of his 
Makhno bandits, was at the beginning of 1g well known to the whole Party. Trotsky and his 
sentenced through a misunderstanding to capil |iends could best relate about this, who have paid 
punishment, Comrade Stalin, hearing of it, demaml) (11 sore for the attempt to substitute their petty- 
ed his immediate, unconditional release. Similljourgeois idealogy for the great teachings of Marx 
cases could be given in numbers. Comrade StallJind Lenin. The Right opportunists, who only 
better than any of the other big leaders, knew h juite recently suffered complete defeat, also know 
to appreciate deeply workers who had devoll his only too well. 
their lives to the proletarian revolution ; and t)) Comrade Stalin in peace time also, together with 
commanders knew this, as everyone else knew he Leninist Central Committee of the Party, is 
who at any time under his leadership had cart onducting a no less successful and relentless 
on the struggle for our cause. ) ttruggle against all the voluntary and involutary 

This was Comrade Stalin in the Civil War. 4 nemies of the Party and of the building of 
is still the same, and will remain the same in tiocialism in our country. 

} But at the same time, while long ago he ceased 


years of struggle for Socialism to come. 4 
The Civil War demanded an enormous expemlll!)rmally to be a military man, Comrade Stalin 
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has never ceased to occupy himself most seriou, 
with questions of the defence of the proletat 
state. Now, as in past years, he knows the I 
Army and is its nearest and dearest friend. 


Vv 
THE “DIEHARD” BOLSHEVIK 
by $. ORDZHONIKIDZE. 

in O-DAY the whole world is writing about Com- » 

rade Stalin. Nota little will be written in the 
\iture. Itcould not be otherwise. Ofcourse they 
vill write, and write in various ways, about a person 
ho has lived for 50 years, has spent over 30 of 
hem in the revolutionary whirlpool, and stands 
ow at the head of the Communist movement of 
‘he whole world: his enemies will write with 
atred, his friends with affection. Yet, neverthe- 
ss, it is hardly possible for anyone to give an 
shaustive.character-sketch of Comrade Stalin as 
proletarian revolutionary—politician, organiser 
nd comrade. w 
I want, personally, to say only a few words about 
omrade Stalin, the Bolshevik. Comrade Stalin 
gan his revolutionary activities in Georgia. 
jrom the first days of the struggle between Men- 
eviks and Bolsheviks, Comrade Stalin unreser- 
dly took the side of Lenin, and already, by the 
ginning of 1905, had become the recognised 
jolsheyik leader, first in Georgia and in later years 


85 


ss 5 ees 


84 


THE LIFE OF STALIN THE AEP EO SAL IN 


throughout the whole of Trans-Caucasia. Stalifj |i{ separate factories and wells, but the trade unions 
was then already for the Mensheviks, the moil |hemselves; that freedom to elect delegates from 
hated of all the Caucasian Bolsheviks. In pettys jmong the workers be granted, and also their 
bourgeois peasant Georgia, the Mensheviks hal munity and the freedom of the press. ‘The view- 
won a victory over us. Georgia became thé |jint of Stalin won a majority among the Bol- 
citadel of Menshevism. The Trans-Caucasiail jheviks, and at the end of 1907 we launched a 
Bolsheviks made proletarian Baku the centre @] jiagnificent campaign to work out instructions, and 
their activities; and here in 1907, returning from lect delegates. For about ten days or a fortnight 
the London Congress, Comrade Stalin took th jhe workers’ parliament sat in Baku without 
leadership of the Bolsheviks and began a violeml jindrance; this during the period of darkest reac- 
struggle with the Mensheviks. Two months lat ‘ion in Russia. Finally the reaction reached Baku, 
the huge majority of the Baku organisations wel@ jnd Comrade Stalin was put away in the Bailovsky 
on our side. The Mensheviks, unwilling to submil jjrison (Baku). At the same time a split took 
to the will of the majority, split and themsely@ yjlace among the Bolsheviks abroad—between 
began to raise a hue and cry about the split made by lenin and Bogdanov (the future “ Vperiod” 
Comrade Stalin in the Baku organisation. Stall] joup). The Baku Bolsheviks, headed by Comrade 
was very little embarrassed by the split with ‘talin, without the slightest hesitation took their 
Mensheviks. The Bolsheviks continued their jtand on the side of Lenin. 
ganisation of the Baku proletariat. Stalin was, and will remain, a true disciple of 
In the autumn of 1907, the Baku proleta iat \en' nin, There has been no instance when he has 
began a struggle against the collective agreemef lisagreed with Lenin. Lenin knew with whom he 
and the conference with the oil magnates. Th@ jad to deal. He highly esteemed and trusted 
Baku organisation was faced with two alternatives) )talin. “When, at the beginning of 1912, a new 
to take part or to boycott the conference. Omn@ ipward wave was making itself felt in the Labour 
section of the Bolsheviks was prepared to ent) novement, and Lenin finally broke organisation- 
lly with the Mensheviks (Prague, 1g12), and begun 
o build an independent Bolshevik party, Stalin, 
ho was then in exile, was elected at the Prague 
| Conference to the Central Committee, and put at 


ae i ) 
ference only on condition that the oil-magnat 


recognise the negotiating side to be not the worké} 
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the head of the Russian Bureau of the Centrjl/ if the Soviet Government. Our Party, led by 
Committee. _ Comrade Stalin, defended the Leninist position 
Now when all the Trotskists write and talk abou! igainst the attacks of the petty-bourgeois ideolo- 


the role of Comrade Stalin in the history of oup ists, Trotsky and the Rights, and set the Soviet 
i, Union upon the broad road of Socialist construc 


ion, organising the whole Party into an iron unity 
jround the Leninist Central Committee. The rout 
if the Trotskists and Rights was a further victory 
; lor the November Revolution, of its inspirer and 
during the October days, Comrade Stalin was the 'rganiser, Vladimir Ilyich Lenin. It was the 
disciple of Lenin, everlastingly giving the whole of Party and its Central Committee, under the leader- 
his energy, all his organisational talent to th@ jhip of Lenin’s disciple, Stalin, who won this 


creation of the Bolshevik organisation in Russi jj jlictory. 
while Mr. Trotsky and Co. at that time were Let the enemies of world Communism utter his 
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was being created and built up in Russia, 
columns which stormed the stronghold of capitali 


4 waging a violent struggle against Lenin and hig flame with hatred. We with all sincerity shall 
Party. Faith in the ideas of Lenin had to bg fish Comrade Stalin good health and even greater 
ot boundless to remain loyal to the great teacher i juccesses in the building of Socialism in the 


.S.S.R., and on the road to the final victory of the 
orld proletarian revolution, under the banner of 


Stalin. \eninism. 


The characteristic features of Comrade Stalii 
are, and have remained, his faith in Leninism, hi 
iron will to convert Leninism into living action, ant 
his enormous organisational talent. Comrad 
Stalin has been seen in his full height since th 
death of Vladimir Ilyich. The _Party’s fight 
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LEAVES FROM MY REMINISCENCES 
by A, YENUKIDZE. , 
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time flies; I see quite clearly before me young 
Soso Djugashvili at Tiflis, where I had my first 
business interview with him. And this was a 
years ago; At that time Vladimir Ketskhovell” 
was arranging a small illegal printing press at Baku, 
He wanted two reliable compositors and type for 
them to set. The existing Tiflis Committee of the 
Russian Social Democratic Labour Party wal 
prepared to give all this, on condition that all” 
publications and the whole work of the Baku 
printing press, which had not yet begun to function, 
were subjected to the control of the Tiflis Com 
mittee. Ketskhoveli, as a matter of fact, had 
nothing against this, but he had no desire t@ 
accept such conditions formally. Ketslhoveli sent 

| me for the second time to Tiflis for the type am 
“Try and find Soso Djngashvall 

I 


After a short conversation with Soso | 


fo | 


1 


compoasitors. 
he’s a good chap, tell him everything and he’ 
ihelp.” 
obtained everything, and left that evening 


go iH 


Baku. 
verbosity. Brevity, clarity, exactitude from his 
iarly years were his distinctive qualities. “When 
till a theological student, Stalin studied books on 


i Saito Stalin is 50 years old. How quickly i inspectors, and Djugashvili was thrown out of 


d voked upon him as one of themselves. 


THE +LEPE OR (STALIN 


Stalin then, as now, was not noted for 


he natural sciences, sociology and the labour 
novement; but he did it all secretly, in strict 
onspiracy... But despite all his precautions, this 
id not pass unnoticed by the monks in charge and 


he college.’ 


itood himself that a theological college was no place 
or him, and no sooner was he thrown out, than he 
jurned once and for all to the workers. E 

Stalin commenced his underground revolutionSty 
york in the circles of the Tiflis railwaymen, then 
yorked in tobacco factories, leather factories and 
mong the handicraft workers. The natural, 


rit 


Jimple.way—he had of behaving towards, and 


peaking with, people, his absolute carelessness of 
lis own private comfort, his inner steadiness and 
intire lack of vanity, the fact that already then he 
yas politically educated, made this young revolu- 
jonary an authority among the Tiflis workers, who 
“Our 
Joso,”? was how the workers referred to him. It is 
ell known that the most difficult task for intellec- 
uals among the workers has always been “ to find 
tongue in which to speak with the workers,” In 


gi 


Stalin, the son of a proletarian cobbler, under 
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this respect Stalin was (and is to this day) an uh 
usual exception. He always knew how to explain 
o the workers the most complicated things and 
happenings, in a wonderfully clear, simple and | 
convincing manner. He was just as good al 
“finding a tongue” in which to speak with the 
peasants, with whom, in the conditions existing 
then in the revolutionary work in Georgia, he 
constantly came into touch. Up to 1903, Stalin 
constantly worked in Tiflis, Batum, Kutais and 
Chiatury. Wherever he worked he managed t@ 
create strong cadres of workers. Training the 
circles, Stalin, besides the necessary knowledge, 
primarily prepared the workers for conspiratiye 
work, organisational activities, enrolling the bes} 
workers, arranging for communications. He nevel 
jumped from one thing to another, and all his 
actions, meetings, friendships, were directed to @ 
definite end, which at that time was to lay a firm 
foundation for illegal Party organisations in all the 
districts where he worked. Stalin never sought 
personal popularity; he limited the circle of hig 
stubborn activities exclusively to the workers and 
his comrades in illegal work. The advanced 
workers knew him well, and highly valued hig 
qualities of organiser and revolutionary. In 1904 
Stalin was exiled to East Siberia, whence he 
returned to Tiflis at the end of 1904, and threw 
himself head first into his natural environment 
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conspirative work. This was after the Second 
Congress of the Party, when two streams were 
clearly to be seen in the Party—the Bolsheviks and 
the Mensheviks. Stalin, even before the Second 
Congress, was an “ Iskovetz” a supporter of the 
old Leninist “‘ Iskra””? and after the split he deter- 
minedly, once and for all, took his stand on the 
side of Lenin, on the side of the Bolsheviks. From 
he first days of the struggle between Bolsheviks 
ind Mensheviks in the Caucasus, Stalin became the 
nvariable leader and guide of the Bolsheviks. 
Upon his shoulders he literally took the whole 
struggle with the Mensheviks in the Caucasus, 
eginning in 1904 and ending in 1908. This period 
of Stalin’s work is little known in the history of our 
Party, though a study of this period of his work 
would give the necessary material for a correct 
estimation of the Stalin whom the proletariat, all 
over our country and the whole world now know. 
Stalin waged a constant ideological and organisa- 
tional struggle against the Mensheviks in all 
organs of the Bolshevik press; he was the leader 
of all Bolshevik organisations and always, every- 
where, spoke at the most important meetings. 
Determinedly, without wavering, he courageously 
defended Bolshevism, and unmasked the petty- 
bourgeois essence and the half-heartedness of the 
Mensheviks. Thisstruggle was not alight one. It 
is well known that the Mensheviks in the Caucasus, 
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and particularly in Georgia, were numerous an! Baku. 


very powerful. i 
The Bolshevik newspapers at that time in Tifll 
chiefly counted upon the support of Staliy, 
Besides numerous revolutionary articles on quej 
tions of historical materialism, the labour move 
ment and the trade unions, Stalin wrote a gréiil 
deal on the national question. On this questiol, 
in particular, he is undoubtedly after Lenin the 
most competent theoretician in our Party. Ina 
word, Stalin was the ideological and practical leadey 
of our organisations in Trans-Caucasia. In ord@y 
to cope with this enormous task, he had to wok 
incessantly, to throw himself entirely into the 
work, and gain more knowledge. Stalin indeg 
gave himself to the work. No other ha but 


a 


books and newspapers, or in the similarly “‘ extet) 
sive”? editorial office of the Bolshevik newer 1 


in the nuclei. 
Western Georgia in 1905-6, Stalin played 
enormous part in the explanation of the essence ( 
the workers’ and peasants’ revolution. 


During the peasant movement 


speeches 24 years ago. IY 
At the end of 1907, after the Fifth (London) 


Congress of the Party, Stalin came to work if 
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In this proletarian centre his energy was 
even more developed, and under his leadership 
Bolshevism finally gained the mastery among the 
workers of the oil fields. 

The years of reaction came, with the rout of our 
organisations. Stalin toured the large working- 
tlass centres of Russia, collected together the 
temnants of our organisations; he did not emi- 
grate, but remained constantly in touch with Lenin. 
During this period he was several times exiled to 
distant places in the North, whence at the first 
opportunity he returned to work. By his very 
nature and methods of organisation, Stalin more 
than any other of the old Bolsheviks was suited to 
work in the capacity of “ professional revolu- 
tionary.” 

On December 31st, 1913, Stalin was arrested for 
the last time by the Tsarist Government in St. 
San ae and exiled to Turukhansk. After the 

lebruary revolution he returned to Petrograd, and 


ee 


ai] rom that time onwards, without a break, worked 


s one of the chief leaders and builders of our Party 


a) and our Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 


Stalin, together with the leading group of the 


he Party, headed by Lenin, carried through the pre- 


ovember preparational work for the revolution ; 


he was one of the first organisers and leaders of the 


ovember Revolution and its victories; he was 
ne of the most prominent workers and leaders on 
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Stalin proved to the while Party his royale p 
Lenin and _Leninism. Stalin, together with t 


tion; it declared a determined war aainedll hi 
Right deviation and opportunism within its ran 
and here, too, it has been plainly victorious. Iti 
difficult to write about Stalin. He is one of ‘the 


woven with the whole thirty years? history off 
Eenini nist Hh aD He i is a true Bolshevik, a a 0 


of his 1168, 


